BERE PENINSULA JUBILEE MEETING
Olde Plough Inn, Bere Ferrers

Thursday 1st March 2012

The Chairman of the meeting, Bev Slaughter, welcomed a small audience of interested villagers from Bere Ferrers and Bere Alston to discuss further actions needed to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on the Peninsula.

After a recap of what was decided at the previous two meetings, a detailed report on each of the projects was given.

History Group
Jean Sharman said that the Group would be putting on a display of memorabilia from Queen Victoria to Elizabeth II; they already have some items, such as Victorian souvenirs, original newspapers and a Coronation brochure, but more are needed. They do not think that the display will work on the stage in the Parish Hall, as nobody will bother to get up on the stage to have a look. It was agreed that it should be on the floor of the hall. Jean said that they have enough helpers, but they need display boards. These could be sourced from the United Reformed Church and the school.
Jubilee Trail
As Robin Musgrave was not available at the beginning of the meeting, Bev gave a short resume of the route. Later, Robin explained that he and Clive Charlton were working on the route, but he felt that endorsement was needed from the Footpaths & Environment committee of the Parish Council. This could be discussed at the next meeting on 13th March.

Bev said that Caroline Clark was unable to attend the meeting, but suggested that the Trail could be signed by small squares of timber branded with a crown over a ‘60’. Bev suggested that the AONB be approached so that the signs would be the same size as their signs – perhaps they might like to sponsor them?
Caroline also suggested that where local firms had sponsored a part of the Trail, a ‘plank and stumps’ bench, branded with that company’s name, could be erected on the Trail.

Best Jubilee Garden
Bev said that he had spoken to Colin Street about the Gardening Club/Horticultural Show taking over the organising of this competition and had been assured that they would.

Tea Dance
Gill said that someone she knows has offered to run the event on Saturday afternoon, from 4pm until 6 or 7pm, with a teaching element. Helena has arranged a choir to sing during the afternoon.

Tiddlywinks and Chatterbox will do the refreshments: sandwiches, cakes and tea.

Someone is needed to do the publicity and the tickets. Beryl said that there will be bunting.

It was suggested that the school could do a poster competition.

It was suggested that a cost of £5 per person be charged for admission. However, some people were not happy with this and it will go for further discussion.

Cream Teas on the Quay
Diana has been told that the old-fashioned games are in a sorry state, but will go and inspect them. Other games, like boules and throwing a horseshoe, could be used.

She will ask Mrs Grills if she will let us have power for the tea urn as she has before.

All residents on the Quay will be approached about the event to forestall any possible complaints.
A cream tea of two scones with cream and jam, plus a cup of tea, will be £2.50.

There was an appeal for people to make scones and also helpers to organise. Bev said that he would do the publicity. Steve said that he would help.

Monday Evening Event
Sarah said that there was no big evening celebration on the Monday evening. It was thought that a barbecue in each village would be good, as residents would prefer not to travel to the other village. There is a permanent barbecue in the Bere Ferrers Recreation Field which could be used (weather permitting!).
Picnic In The Park
Beryl reported that everything was sorted as it was a simple event: children brought their own picnics and they were provided with entertainment. Invites to be sent.

Youth Event
Hilary said that she had asked Jen Potts if the youth of the Peninsula would like to arrange a music event, but has not had any reply. Brian suggested that we should fundraise for the new youth centre to be built, called the Jubilee Centre. Any profits from the Jubilee events should go towards the Centre.
It was pointed out that some of the youths hold music workshops and it was suggested that perhaps they could do one at either village.

Art Group
Bev said that the Art Group were working on a project; David Pearce will be supplying an old mining map and several artists will do their interpretation of various locations on the map. These will be fixed to the map and framed. It will be 5foot square and has a place booked on the wall in the refurbished Parish Hall. Graham suggested that it be photographed before it’s framed and prints made for sale towards the Jubilee Centre.
Sewing Group/WI
No-one has heard whether these groups are planning anything.

Benches
Bev said that although the Parish Council and Bere Alston had rejected a bench, he was still pursuing having a bench made by a local stonemason. He had received a reply from one in Barnstaple who wants to come and discuss it.
Hilary suggested that Bere Alston might want to consider providing a suitable foundation stone for the Jubilee Centre instead of a bench
TV and DVD
Dee asked whether it was possible to show the days’ televised events live on a screen somewhere or use a DVD. Sarah replied that she could do that on the screen in the pub. Where could it be done in Bere Alston? Hilary said that the church has some equipment.
Jubilee Beacon
There are plans for 2,012 beacons throughout the Commonwealth. Those in the UK will be lit between 10pm and 10.30pm. 

Apparently, the Dawes will be building a beacon near the bridleway off Hensbury Lane and will be having a barbecue. It was agreed that this would be the ideal event for the Monday evening, at least for the Bere Ferrers villagers. Hilary will check with the Bowling Club as to whether they would consider building a beacon in their grounds for Bere Alston.
Next Meeting
It was agreed to hold another meeting to finalise all the details. This will be at 8pm on Wednesday 4th April, at a venue to be decided.

Once again, it was pointed out that these events are not organised by the Parish Council or a few dedicated people, they are Peninsula events and have to be organised by groups of villagers. If the volunteers don’t come forward, the events don’t happen! It’s as simple as that!

