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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes committee, held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 20th January 2015. 
     Present




Rev N. Law                      Chairman




Mr B. Lamb         
      Chairman of Council




Mr M. Benson

                                
Mrs. H. Boot-Handford



Mr. R. Leithall 



Mr R. Maycock




Mr R. Piper
  In Attendance.


Mrs M. Ball.                                                                            
1748. Declaration of Interest.                                                                       
1) Mr Lamb declared an interest in item seven on the agenda as he has an involvement in the Apple Group.
2) Mr Benson declared an interest in item fourteen on the agenda.
1749. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman.

Mrs Ball- reported that there is a D.C.C padlock on the gate into Hallowell Woods.

1750. Minutes of the meeting held on the 9th December to deal with matters arising.
Matters Arising

Minute 1681 TAP Fund application by Buckland Monachorum who have contacted Council asking 

if our workman can price up the work they require done. The Chairman replied stating they have misunderstood the issue.

Mr Lamb has contacted Milton Abbott and Gulworthy. Gulworthy has had a special meeting and has agreed to put in a joint application for TAP Funding for 10 days’ work of a lengthsman in each parish. It would be for various jobs which Devon County Council are no longer doing and would include emergency clearance of ditches etc. We might contract to one man for both parishes but again strictly dividing his hours half and half. Milton Abbott has not replied to Mr. Lamb.
Mr Lamb proposed that this committee recommend to Full Council that we partner Gulworthy in this application but they are lead council undertaking the application, seconded by Mr Benson.

Discussions took place, all were in favour.

Minute1713 Mr Lamb proposed that committee go into part two seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

Discussions took place.

Mr Benson proposed that committee come out of part two, seconded by Mr Maycock.

1) Mr Lamb proposed that the person closing the toilets gets a pay rise from £6.13p per hour to £7.076p per hour, seconded by Mr Maycock. All were in favour.

2) Mr Lamb proposed that the toilet cleaner has a 2.2% pay increase making his hourly rate £7.48 per hour, seconded by Mr Leithall. All were in favour.
3) Mr Benson proposed that a replacement Smart One stainless steel toilet roll holder be purchased, seconded by Mr Lamb. All were in favour.

4) Clerk to investigate the hire costs of an industrial steam cleaner for the public toilets.

1751. Accounts for payment.
The Clerk had emailed the accounts to all present.

Mr Benson noted an error on the sheet.

Mr Benson proposed acceptance of the accounts with the alteration, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

1752. Financial Statements
The Clerk had emailed the financial statements to all present.

Discussions took place.

Mr Piper proposed acceptance of the Financial Statements, seconded by Mr Benson.
1753. Funding for Hearing Aid Loop for the Church Hall Bere Ferrers.
Mr Lamb stated- for some years there have been discussions about the provision of a Hearing Aid Loop System and speakers in the Church Hall Bere Ferrers.

Mr Plumbridge of Light Years has now drawn up a specification for the provision of the above equipment and it has been approved for installation by the Church Authorities.
The Bere Villagers Group has decided to head the fund raising campaign to raise £2,740.00.

We understand that there is a sum of money remaining from the Bere Ferrers Centre Fund, we are asking Council’s approval for this to be transferred to the Hearing Aid Fund.

Mr Lamb proposed that the sum of £408.69 be transferred to the Bere Villagers Account for the Hearing Aid Loop, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford, all were in favour.

1754. Youth 2 Youth and Beregen would like to place some spotlights on the side of the 

Parish Hall overlooking the Basket Ball Court.
The Rev Law explained that they have been looking at the issue of the young people gathering outside the Parish Hall and in talking with them it seems that they meet there because it has a light and is out of the way.

Youth 2 Youth and Beregen would like to place some spot lights on the side of the hall overlooking the Basket Ball Court. They would be angled down and would incorporate movement sensors and a cut off timer to make sure they would not come on after a certain time. The lights would be protected by a wire mesh to prevent damage.

The Police have a Crime Beat Fund and an application is being made for this purpose.

Permission is now required from Council to undertake this work.

Mr Lamb proposed that permission be given by Council for this work, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford, all were in agreement.

1755. To set the precept for 2015-16. 
The Clerk handed out breakdown figures of all committed monies and bank balance.

Discussions took place.

Mr Lamb proposed that a precept of £62,738 be set for 2015-16 seconded by Mr Maycock.

Mr Lamb and Rev Law to inspect final figures before Full Council.

1756. To discuss Ground Lease for Youth 2 Youth.

Discussions took place and it was agreed to refer this item back to February F. & G. P.
1757. Review of Standing Orders/Financial Regulations.

The Rev Law stated that the Financial Regulations are in the process of being reviewed.

Standing Orders have been circulated to all Councillors.
Mrs Boot-Handford proposed accept Standing Orders as circulated, seconded by Mr Lamb, all were in favour.

1758. Terms of Reference for Finance & General Purposes.          

The Terms of Reference were reviewed and adopted.

1759. Review of Property Inspection Procedure.                
The list of assets and property to be circulated to all councillors to formulate an inspection procedure.
1760. Briefing by Mr Benson on Neighbourhood Plan progress.

Another meeting has been called for tomorrow to discuss the sites put forward, any decisions made will come back to this Council.

Other work, encourage other councils to enter into a Neighbourhood Plan 

1761. Correspondence.

1) WDBC- The Annual West Devon Mayoral Awards. Nomination to be returned by Friday 27th 


   February.
2) Devon County Council-Temporary road closure for new drainage connection for the Woolacombe Road site, from Monday 23rd February to Monday 2nd March.

1762. Agenda Items for next meeting.
1. Agreement with Youth 2 Youth.

2. Lease for Youth 2 Youth.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.34pm.
Signed this 27th   day of January 2015.    
Chairman………………...

