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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes committee, held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 24th March 2015.   
     Present




Cllr. N. Law                      Chairman




Cllr. B. Lamb         
        Chairman of Council



Cllr. M. Benson
                                Cllr. H. Boot-Handford 



Cllr. R. Maycock




Cllr. R. Piper
 . In Attendance.


Cllr. Reed.                                                                         
1836. Apologies.                                                                                     
Apologies were received from Cllr Leithall due to holiday. 
1837. Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th February to deal with matters arising.
Matters Arising

Minute 1753- Cllr. Lamb informed committee that The Bere Villagers Group have raised £2,900 

towards the Hearing Aid Loop, the installation is taking place.
Minute 1754 - Cllr. Law reported that Beregen has sent a letter to all those in the near vicinity who 

may be affected by the spot lights. They have been given the opportunity to speak with Cllr. Law.

Mr Paul Hughes will be fixing the lights in the next day or so. The funding has been received from the Police Crime Beat.

Minute 1759- List of assets: the Clerk explained that this is ongoing as more information is needed 



to be added to the documentation.

Minute 1761- Annual Mayoral Awards: there were a lot of nominations but regrettably our nominee 



was not successful on this occasion.

Minute 1794 -Final draft of Y.2.Y lease.

Cllr. Law stated that no final draft lease had been received but it will be actioned as soon as it is received.

1838. Accounts for payment.
The Clerk had emailed the account statement to all councillors.
Discussions took place.

Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed payment, seconded by Cllr. Piper, all were in agreement.

1839. Financial Statements
The Clerk emailed the financial statements to all councillors and circulated the February finance sheet.
Cllr. Boot-Handford felt this Council has handled its finances very well.
Discussions took place.

Cllr. Lamb proposed acceptance of the statements seconded by Cllr. Benson.
1840. To discuss any requests for donations. Also to discuss a request for £100 donation 

towards the 125th Anniversary of the Railway Line Celebrations.
Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed that £100 be donated to TASS (Tavistock Area Support Services) for all the good work they do in the Parish.

Cllr. Lamb explained that there had been an informal meeting and from this a sub-committee to be set up consisting of Cllr. Lamb, Cllr. Benson, Cllr. Maycock, Cllr. Reed, Bev Slaughter, Clive Charlton, Richard Burningham and Chris Grove to arrange a programme to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the Railway Line from Plymouth to Tavistock. An outline programme has been put together for the weekend of 28th May to 2nd June.
To sustain part of the expenses they would like to ask for a donation of £100; the Rail Partnership will be putting a sum towards the celebrations.

Cllr. Lamb would like to formally invite The Mayor of West Devon and the Rail Partnership will be inviting the Mayor of Plymouth.

Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed that we vire the £100 in F&GP advertising for this, seconded by Cllr. Benson, all were in favour.

Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed that the £100 in donations be given to TASS, seconded by Cllr. Lamb all were in favour.

1841. To discuss the Financial Regulations and propose acceptance.
Cllr. Law brought forward the following;

1.5 Council to review the effectiveness of its system of internal control. To be added to 

       Rolling Review Programme.
1.11 Register of assets this to be finalised.

3.1 Each committee shall review its 3 year forecast; this to be added to Rolling Review 

      Programme.
Cllr. Boot-Handford proposed adoption of the Financial Regulations, seconded by Cllr. Lamb, all were in favour.

1842. To receive views on the Tap Fund Applications.

Cllr. Lamb read the following applications for Tap Funding;

1) Buckland Monachorum, Dartmoor Forest, Plasterdown Group and Lifton £6,844.80 to  

     help parishes purchase Lengthsman services from Devon County Council Highways to 

     undertake additional work which are not included or now scaled back in the existing 

     County Council schedule but would be of great benefit to each parish.

2) Tavistock Town Council, Lamerton & Gulworthy £2,346.80 to provide a defibrillator to 

     enable emergency treatment in the centre of Tavistock co-ordinated by the Tavistock 

     Street Pastors with the support of the Bedford Hotel.
3) Gulworthy Parish Council, Bere Ferrers Parish Council £1,920.00 to do various jobs 

    which Devon County Council are no longer doing, including emergency clearance of 

    ditches.
Discussions took place on the applications and their consequences.

Cllr. Lamb felt that we should take up the opportunity of the training for the Road Wardens.

Cllr. Law asked if all councillors were happy with the three applications, all agreed they were.

How do we further the application with Gulworthy, the option is to share the same person with them?
1843. Registration of Council Land with the Land Registry and relevant costs.

The Clerk explained that Cllr. Dennis spent quite a long time on Friday sorting out and 
starting the registration. The cost will be £35 per registration. It was proposed that sum of
 £500 is put aside for this work.

1844. To receive the DALC Health Check Assessment of the Parish Council and report.


The Clerk read the review. There are items such as registering as a Data Protection user 

also Down load and personalise for the Council the Freedom of Information Policy an 

adopted by Council. Discussions took place regarding when members of the public should be allowed to ask questions. It was agreed that it stays the same as our Standing Orders, so the agenda item ‘Questions from Members of the public’ will come after Correspondence and before the close of the meeting.
Cllr. Law thanked the Clerk for the excellent report and it was agreed that the Clerk report back in three months’ time on the progress made.

Discussions also took place regards the Computers and how the portable hard drive should be password protected.

1845. To receive the Health and Safety Review.

Cllr. Piper and Cllr. Dennis started this on Friday. There are some issues regarding electrical goods at the Cemetery Store; they have not been Pat tested.

Fire extinguishers: the workman stated that they had been left for training purposes for staff and councillors.

There were a lot of items needing to be disposed of. The workman felt he did not have the 
authority to do this so he has been asked to collect them altogether and Cllr. Piper and Cllr. 
Dennis will look at them.

Health & Safety posters out of date Clerk to obtain new ones.

There were also issues with the loading and unloading of the shared mower on to the trailer. Cllr. Lamb stated he had attended the handover last Friday at the Cemetery store all went well and was completed in 15minutes.
1846. Briefing by Mr Benson on Neighbourhood Plan progress.

We have had another meeting and will begin drafting the plan. The public consultation was very successful. There is a new website up and running for members of the public to view. We have had the 10% retention back from the Locality Fund and we will have £600 vat towards further work on the Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr. Benson stated they have had residents coming forward with land to be put in the plan. Neighbourhood Plan Group will discuss this. We are making steady progress and it should be ready by spring 2016 to go to referendum.
We are also championing meetings with other parishes to encourage them to start on a Neighbourhood Plan.
1847. Correspondence.

1) Sam & Jacob Kendall- The Clerk read a letter from Jacob describing an accident he had in the Parish Hall car park on the 15th January damaging the scooter he was riding which is a Devon Wheels 2 Work bike. It was agreed that legal advice be sought from DALC.
A letter to Mrs. Kendall explaining this.
2) Christina Jackson- with a friend is seeking to start up a Mobile Food Van and is seeking suitable sites. It was agreed that they need to apply to West Devon licencing as this is beyond our remit.
     3) Capital Development & Waste Management- informing Council of works to be carried out 70 

meters east of Ward House bridge and will involve the excavation of the existing hedge 

bank followed by the installation of a combined reinforced earth and gabion basket solution. 

The scheme is taking place because of an incident with a gritter vehicle which lost control 

and slid off the road into the hedge bank, leaving the vehicle a matter of meters away from 

the steep embankment onto the railway.
     4) For information- Wallgate notification of a 3 year service contract.


-Work Place Pensions the Council has to be registered by 31st March.

           - Devon County Council Community News Roundup.

1848. Agenda Items for next meeting.
1. Implementation of three year budget.
2. Additions to the Rolling Review Programme
3. Revise agreement with Beregen.

4. Inspection of Property.

5. Meeting if required with Mr. Gentle.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.14pm.
Signed this 31st day of March 2015.    
Chairman………………...

