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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL
At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 7th March 2017.
Present  
                                
Cllr. R. Maycock

Chairman   

Cllr. R. Leithall

Chairman of Council

Cllr. P. Dennis

Cllr. D. Pengelly
Cllr. S. Hanson 

                              
Cllr. S. Munn                                 




In Attendance.  Cllr. B. Lamb.
1058. Apologies.
          Apologies were received from Cllr. Boot-Handford due to holiday.
1059. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman. Note no action can be taken on 
        these.
1) Cllr. Pengelly – brought forward the problem of dog fouling; it seems to be everywhere. There 
are a lot of complaints and people feel that Council is doing nothing. The Clerk explained that Matt our Locality Officer can now come out early mornings to act in his role as Dog Warden. Discussions took place even down to suggesting a voluntary group obtain information for the Locality Officer. Clerk to obtain information regards volunteers. Cllr. Maycock stated that the football club feel the dog mess has reduced in the recreation field. Agenda item for next meeting.
1060. Matters arising from the minutes of the 7th & 14th February and taken as read, to deal 
          with matters arising.
Matters Arising.
Minute 1004 – with regards safety mirror Clerk has prices from £29.99 to £139.99. Discussions 


  took place; it was agreed to go ahead and purchase the mirror from Reece Safety  

                        Ltd as they are polished stainless not glass, at a cost of £85. Clerk to deal with.
1061.  Financial Statements.
The Clerk emailed the finance sheets for Cemetery and Recreation to all committee members.
Recreation
Cllr. Hanson proposed acceptance of the Recreation finance sheet, seconded by Cllr. Pengelly.
Cemetery
Cllr. Pengelly proposed acceptance of the Cemetery finance sheet, seconded by Cllr. Hanson.
1062. Report by Bere Alston Recreation Park Group and discussions on the play bark.
Cllr. Pengelly produced pictures on the different types of bark for discussion. Rhino have priced for play grade wood chip at £1766.00 delivered or graded wood chip delivered and spread at £2085.00.
Council understood the group were awaiting an inspection by Groundworks to confirm the spend on play bark from their grant. Cllr. Leithall would ask Cllr. Pengelly to seek clarification on what we are waiting on.
Cllr. Pengelly has a replacement pair of binoculars but is going to try and adapt them to make them less vulnerable.
1063. To review agreement with Bere Ferrers Villagers and Bailment agreement.
The Bailment Agreement was emailed to all committee members.
Cllr. Leithall proposed the agreement was fit for purpose, seconded by Cllr. Hanson.
1064. To Review Allotment, Cemetery & Pavilion & Pitch Charges.
Discussions took place with regards football club charges.
Cllr. Maycock stated football club do have 2 teams playing, the other is a veterans team. Cllr. Maycock proposed that we increase overall charges for this year coming to £480 and keep a watching brief on the vets team and review charges again next year, seconded by Cllr. Hanson.
All further charges to be increased by 4%.
Cllr. Maycock proposed the allotment increase to be left and reviewed next year, seconded by Cllr. Hanson.
Cemetery charges. Discussions took place regards residents and non-residents. It was agreed to change non-residents title to ex-parishioners. The Clerk wished to check up on whether Council could stop non-residents from being buried at the Cemetery.
Cllr. Hanson proposed the charges stay the same for 1 more year and comparisons are made with local parishes to see if we are in line with other fees, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
Cllr. Dennis proposed an amendment that we add £5 onto all residents’ fees and £10 to all ex-parishioners’ fees, seconded by Cllr. Leithall. A vote was taken; all members of committee were in favour.
The Clerk stated that the amendment now becomes the substantive motion and called for a vote, all members present were in favour.
1065. Report from sub-committee on Green Burial site.
Cllr. Hanson- At our first meeting we looked at the options. I have spoken with a funeral director; calls for green burials are few and far between, about 2% or 1 person a year. The Clerk suggested that perhaps they should contact a farmer who is looking to diversify.
More information is needed.
1066. Routine safety inspection reports for the Parish Recreation and Play Parks.
Cllr. Maycock asked Cllr. Pengelly if BARP were going to do any work at Sarah Park, he stated not yet.
After discussions it was proposed by Cllr. Dennis that we re-bark Sarah Park ASAP, seconded by Cllr. Maycock. 
Bere Ferrers. Cllr. Munn-The Children’s park is looking tidy and not much change in condition regarding the paintwork of the apparatus. Ropes are still in reasonable condition. All apparatus checked. All usable. Funding will be sought from other sources within the village to help with the cost of upkeep of the cycle track and other areas in need of attention. Fences look in reasonable condition. Some of the uprights will need attention soon.
The Zip wire is undergoing repairs but this is all in hand with Ian Lindsey. All litter bins have been emptied.
Tennis court surround is undergoing repairs, new concrete being laid.
Football green and all surrounding green areas, just showing signs of growing all looking good. One or 2 dogs’ mess around but on the whole good.
Bere Alston Cllr. Hanson – report on The Down – fence posts rotten and cross members missing. Very muddy if wet- top up needed soon, especially new toddler area.
Sarah Park - Very muddy if wet needs topping up soon.
1067. To discuss the work needed on the fence and entrance to the Recreation field on The 
          Down.
     The Clerk read out a quote from Mr. Lindsay for renewal of posts at a cost of £285.00, also to put in a five bar 8’ gate post and ironmongery for £280.00. After discussions on the gate the Clerk was asked to obtain a price for a 10’ gate.
      The Clerk read  the following quote from Mr. Lindsay for reinstatement of the entrance to the Recreation Field.-To remove area of turf and topsoil as necessary, infill with aggregate, lay ground grabs and infill, re-seed at a cost of £1,965.00
      Cllr. Lamb asked that a quote be obtained from Mr. Gorringe. 
1068. Monthly inspection of Allotments Bere Alston & Bere Ferrers.
          Bere Ferrers Cllr. Munn – Lots of work going on, allotments are being cleaned and tidied.


Hens all undercover. Number one has not been started yet, but it is understood that it has   
           been taken. The allotment holders will be informed that they can use number 2 and will sort   
           the payment out in due course after the next meeting. Pathways have been cleared.
          Bere Alston – Cllr Maycock There seem to be no issues at the allotments all looking good.
1069 Proposals from Committee for agenda for next meeting.
1. Quotes for re-instating entrance at The Down  Recreation Field
2. To look at the Safeguarding Policy.
3. To review Bere Ferrers Villagers Management Agreement.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.40pm
Signed this 28th March 2017.            
Chairman…………………………….

