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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL

              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   

              on Tuesday 10th March 2015. 
Present  

                                
Cllr. R. Maycock

Chairman          
                                  
Cllr. B. Lamb                  
Chairman of Council


Cllr. H. Boot-Handford

                                   
Cllr. P. Dennis

                                   
Cllr. R. Piper
1819. Apologies.
          Apologies were received from Cllr. Leithall due to business commitments, and Cllr. Smith.                            
1820. Items of Interest at the discretion of the Chairman, no decisions can be made on any 

of these items.
1) Cllr. Maycock asked why the lights are left on in the public toilets when they are shut. The Clerk stated that the time span is 7.30pm so as the person shutting them can make sure no one is in them but as the lighter evenings come in the clock will be altered.
1821.  To discuss the proposed Compost Toilet at Bere Ferrers Recreation Field.


A representative from the Villagers Group attended the meeting to explain that the toilet 

would be placed on the far side of the car park in the corner with a slight ramp leading to it. 

Details of the Compost Toilet were circulated and discussions took place about the makeup of the toilet.

The Hard Court Group are willing to maintain the toilet. The Bere Ferrers Villagers Group have obtained a grant for the purchase of the toilet which has been approved on condition that the Villagers Group obtains Parish Council approval for the scheme. It has been suggested that the Parish Council assume ownership of the toilet so that Vat exemption can be obtained, and for insurance purposes.
Cllr. Lamb proposed that the Villagers Group be given the go ahead on a three year licence to include cleaning and disposal of compost subject to an annual site visit, seconded by Cllr. Boot-Handford. All present were in favour.

Clerk to investigate Vat and insurance.
1822. Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November and taken as 
read
Matters arising 
Minute 1739(1670) The Clerk has asked Applecliff Ltd to remove the 12 sheets of asbestos, Cllr. 

Maycock thinks this has been done.
Minute 1740 Cemetery Financial Statement.

The Clerk has been contacted by S.W.W. on Monday regards the possible water leak at the 
Cemetery. They have fixed the leak; it was the joint connections to the meter but when they 

turned the water back on the tap had been left on which they feel was the cause of the high water bills. The Clerk is still in discussions with S.W.W. regards the paying for the contractor who we asked to check for a leak on our side of the meter.

Minute 1741 Dog Sign. The Clerk showed Cllr. Lamb a photograph of the existing signs on the 
gates which if cleaned are in good condition. The only sign required would be the following wording; If Sport is in progress Dogs must be on leads and kept off Sports Surfaces. Clerk to price the signs for next meeting.
Minute 1743 Grass Cutting Contract – Report on meeting with Horrabridge Parish Council. Cllr. 

Lamb, Cllr. Leithall and Cllr. Maycock attended the meeting to review the shared mower.  

The spread sheet of the mower account was incorrect. The correct spread sheet has been

received. The overspend is £583.97 thus Bere Ferrers Council owe £291.98 at this point.
Discussions took place on mower allocation and it was agreed that we have the mower for 1 week and Horrabridge has it for 2 weeks.
Discussions took place on reducing the handover time and it was agreed that most of the checks could take place in the store at the Cemetery, and then the transfer could take place in the Dog Exercise Field. Our workman spoke with the Clerk and the mower has to come off the trailer for the trailer to be hitched up to the other vehicle due to the combined weight of both items. Horrabridge did not see the need to remove any of the checks from the list.

Licensing the vehicle for road use: Cllr. Mullery had made enquiries and it was down to the dealer to carry out the necessary paperwork and issue a V55. Unfortunately the dealer has ceased trading. Cllr. Mullary to make further enquiries regarding being on a public road this may come under agricultural rights. Cllr. Piper informed committee that this is incorrect as all agricultural vehicles have to be registered. The Clerk read a letter from our workman with regards to some of the above points; also he will only have three and a half days to cut the grass. Monitor the situation.
1823. Financial Statements.

      
The financial statements for Recreation and Cemetery were circulated by email prior to the 

meeting.
After discussions Cllr. Dennis proposed acceptance of the financial statements, seconded 

by Cllr. Lamb.

1824. Report on Sub-Committee progress on the project to replace the Pavilion.
Cllr. Boot-Handford circulated the minutes of the meeting from Monday the 9th March plus a 

basic design which needs changes.
Cllr. Boot-Handford asked Council for clarification to decide whose project this is going to 
be as a lot of grants available cannot be accessed by the Parish Council. Discussions took 

place. The idea of a Community Interest Group or some kind of partnership the same as the Parish Hall could be explored.
Cllr. Boot-Handford stated that the group have no funding and would ask the Council to 

consider an initial funding package of £1,500 to fund the architect’s drawings.
Cllr. Lamb welcomed this but stated the funding could not be discussed at this meeting as it 
was not an agenda item. He felt the design brought forward had faults in the layout and size 

of the changing rooms and the toilets should be in the changing rooms. Cllr. Boot-Handford stated that changes need to take place also that they wish to incorporate a store so the footprint of the building will be the pavilion plus the garage. The other problem 

which could arise is the Community Group running the Pavilion and Council running the 

field there could be potential conflict.

Discussion took place as this is an ongoing project.
1825. To discuss the Grass Cutting contract for Bere Ferrers.
The Clerk re-issued the same contract as 2013 for the cutting of the Football Pitch, the Dog Walking Area and the rest of the grass area and the following quotes were received.
1) Pete Badge Perfect Pastures.


£1,260 included vat.

2) Paul Willmott





    £336 no vat.
     
Discussions took place and it was agreed to accept Mr. Willmott’s quote but checks to be carried out on his documentation (Insurance and licence for towing the trailer)
Cllr. Dennis proposed acceptance of Mr. Willmott’s quote for the grass cutting at Bere Ferrers, seconded by Cllr. Piper. All present were in agreement. 
1826. Allotment Asbestos Policy on going.

Cllr. Maycock has inspected the sheds at Bere Alston Allotments. It seems there is one shed with a possible asbestos roof. The tenants seem ok about it; they have not complained. 
Council needs clarification on where we stand with regards asbestos. Discussions were held. It was suggested that if removal of the asbestos roof was required Council would pay for that but tenant would have to pay for the replacement roof.
The Clerk asked for acceptance of the altered Allotment agreement

Cllr. Piper did not like the wording of (i) and asked that it be altered to “unless arrangements have been made with the Council to leave the items for the incoming tenants subject to an inspection by the Council.”
1827. Routine Safety Inspection 

Play parks were all O.K except for the ongoing items.
Cllr. Maycock undertook an inspection. At Bere Ferrers Play park for the Villagers, the post and rail fencing is in a bad state, also seat and rope have been removed from the Zip Slide.  

Cllr. Lamb stated that the Villagers Group are aware of the fencing, they have asked Mr. Gorringe to look at the Zip Slide.
1828. Monthly Inspection of Allotments Bere Alston and Bere Ferrers.

Cllr. Maycock inspected the Allotments at Bere Alston. The new tenants are working hard and the plots are looking good.

Bere Ferrers: there seem to be 3 plots not being worked.

The Clerk informed committee that plot 1 right old allotments has been vacated but there is a lot of rubbish, shed etc. left behind. She asked what should do we do to clear this and get the allotment split in half for next season. 

Discussions took place it was agreed to ask Mr. Paul Willmott to give Council a price for clearing it and strimming the plot.
The lady on plot 5 new section is vacating the allotment but has cleaned it as best possible as she has serious health problems. She is trying to get a blackcurrant and a gooseberry bush moved to her garden. Suggestions put forward were to approach the Scouts and ask if they could assist also Youth 2 Youth.

1829. Proposal from committee for agenda for next meeting.

1) Bere Alston United Football Club Agreement review.

2) Management agreement for Bere Ferrers Recreation ground review.

3) Consideration of Bere Alston Pavilion being run by a Community Interest Group.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
Signed this 31st day of March 2015.
Chairman…………………………….

