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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL

              At a meeting of the Recreation Committee held in the Council Chambers on Tuesday

              12th February 2013.   

Present  

                                       Mr R. Leithall                Chairman
                                       Mrs H. Boot-Handford    Chairman of Council

                                       Mr P. Dennis

                                       Mr B. Lamb
                                       Mr R. Piper        

                                       Mrs H. Rogers
                                       Mr K. Smith   
872. Representative from Bere Ferrers Villagers Group (Insurance).

          Mr Leithall gave a brief history to committee regarding Council’s responsibility re insurance at Bere Ferrers Recreation field. Discussions took place with committee and representatives from Bere Ferrers Villagers Group.

         Mr Leithall suggested that Council insure against public liability of the whole Recreation Field and equipment but the fenced off play area equipment be insured by the villagers group for damage. The fenced off play area is to be inspected on a monthly basis by members of committee and any faults found to be reported to Bere Ferrers Villagers Group for repair. If the group are unable to repair then the faulty equipment will be removed. Discussions took place.
        The agreement between Bere Ferrers Parish Council and Bere Ferrers Villagers Group is to be re worded to include the changes and signed by both parties. 

        Council to confirm with insurers that the whole area is insured for public liability insurance even though Council do not own the fenced off play area. Mr White (Bere Ferrers Villagers Group) suggested that Council inform the insurance company of the existence of Bere Ferrers Villagers Group and that they are a volunteer management group working with Council.
        Mr Dennis suggested that Bere Ferrers Villagers Group keep a Health & Safety record of any injuries/accidents that occur and notify Council.

873. Request from Bere Ferrers Villagers Group for a Jubilee bench to be placed in the barn at Bere Ferrers Recreation Field.
         Clerk informed committee that the original request was for the bench to go into the room at the barn but advised against this due to the risk of vandalism. It was suggested that the bench go in the open area of the barn.

         Mr Leithall read out a letter from Mrs Macdonald.

        Clerk suggested committee give permission for the bench to be placed in the open area of the barn and to refer the purchase of the bench to F&GP. Mr Smith proposed, seconded by Mr Piper.       
874.   Items of Urgent Business at the Discretion of the Chairman.

(1) Mr Lamb                     The doors at the barn at Bere Ferrers Recreation field have been
                                    damaged, could the workman go and have a look.                      
(2) Mrs Boot-Handford   A parishioner has approached her regarding overgrown trees in an area 

                                     behind her property. The trees are causing a problem to her property 

                                     and they are in danger of falling down, if not this year then next. The 

                                     parishioner has been trying to find out who owns the land with no 

                                     success. Discussions took place.

                                    Clerk to make enquiries with West Devon Borough Council and Borough 

                                    solicitor.

(3) Mrs Rogers            Has been approached by parishioners regarding potholes.
                                    Clerk informed committee that Mr Doswell (Devon County Highways) has 

                                    been made aware of the potholes and he has made a report of the work 

                                    that needs to be done.

875.   Matters arising from the minutes of the 8th January 2013.       

Minute 824.                 Mrs Boot-Handford stated that the hedge hasn’t been cut.

                                    Assistant Clerk read out a letter received from Mr Westlake on behalf of

                                   BAUFC. The hedge is to be cut this weekend weather permitting and 

                                   sand put down on the muddy corner.
                                   Items football club feel need addressing:-

1) The rear back door is swollen and very difficult to open and lock. Mr Smith stated that this door is rarely used and isn’t an emergency exit.

2) More seating is required in the referee’s room as there is not enough seating for 3 officials on a match day. Clerk stated that there isn’t enough room in there as the boiler is housed in there.

3) No adequate lighting in the referee’s room. 

4) There is still a problem with the electric meter. Assistant Clerk informed committee that council’s electrician has checked it and all is working how it should be. Mr Dennis asked if the token meter was recharging the emergency light batteries when the power is switched on, Clerk confirmed that this was the case and had been since the refurbishment of the pavilion. Discussions took place.
Clerk to contact electrician for confirmation of the electric supply to the token meter and the showers.

5) Outside toilet needs more attention regarding cleaning.

6) The front door is swollen and very difficult to close; the handle came off when trying to close today.

Committee to inspect the pavilion before 9th April’s Recreation meeting and to invite representatives from BAUFC.

Minute 825 (4)            Mr Dennis informed committee that the mats are now in place and they 
                                   will be changed every two weeks in the winter and every four weeks in the 
                                   summer. Mr Dennis would like to thank F&GP for their contribution.
Minute 825 (3)            Mr Leithall stated that TAP funding had been submitted for the shared 

                                  mower. Inspection of Cemetery store has not been carried out. Mr Piper 

                                  and Mr Dennis to undertake by next Recreation meeting 12th March.

Minute 829                Mrs Boot-Handford stated that she had been approached by Mr Handy 
                                 regarding the road way at Bere Alston allotments and that three loads of 
                                 shillett was needed. Clerk informed committee that Mr Willmott got some 
                                 shillett from Shuttkackers farm at a cost of £15 a load and that three more 
                                 loads were needed. Mr Handy asked if Council would be willing to pay for

                                 the three loads.
                                 Mr Lamb proposed committee pay for the three loads at a cost of £45, 

                                 seconded by Mrs Rogers.

                                 Clerk informed committee that plasterboard had been dumped on the 

                                 allotment site at Bere Alston. Discussions took place.

                                 Mr Piper is concerned that this type of material is being dumped. Clerk 

                                 suggested a note be put in with allotment invoices and a notice on the 

                                 allotment gate.

876.   Financial Statement.  
Discussions took place.

Mr Piper proposed acceptance of the financial statement for February, seconded by Mr Smith.   
877. Allotment Inspections.

         Mr Leithall inspected Bere Alston allotments on 11/02/13.
         Entrance gate left open (as usual).

         L17 has been mostly cleared- Assistant clerk informed committee that they have been split

         into 2 plots and one has been let out awaiting confirmation of the other.

         Inspection would be easier with posts in- Assistant clerk informed committee that the post 

         are due to be installed by the end of March.

         Bere Ferrers allotments inspected on 12/02/12.

         Allotments 14 to 20 (South side) generally tidy and cultivated.

         Allotments 1 to 13 only one or two have been cultivated, the rest are mainly grass.
         Clerk informed committee that L (o) 16 has a willow tree on their plot and has been advised  by the workman that it is not really suitable for an allotment. Tree to be looked at when area next inspected.

878. Play Park Inspections.                                                                                                                                                  
Mr Leithall inspected the play parks. His findings are:-
The Down

New installations noted.

Sarah Park

Junior swings- chain links worn.         
Bere Ferrers

All equipment satisfactory.         

There being no further business the chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9.02 p.m.   
Signed this day 26th February 2013.
Chairman…………………………….

