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Bere Ferrers Parish Council 
 
At a Zoom meeting of the Plans Committee held on Tuesday 15

th
 September 2020.   

 
Present                
 Cllr. G. Reed   Chairman  

Cllr. B. Lamb   Chairman of the Council  
Cllr. P. Crozier   

      
 
In Attendance Dave Pengelly and Mary Taylor 
 
606. Apologies  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Peace due to a prior engagement and Cllr. Maycock due to business 
commitments.  
 
607. Matters arising from the minutes of the planning meeting held on 25

th
 August 2020  

 
Matters Arising: 
Minute 596 – Location of electric car charging points. Cllr Reed has contacted the appropriate Devon County Council 
Officer and they will be in touch with further information in due course. Cllr. Pengelly asked how many cars can be 
charged at one time. Cllr. Reed confirmed only a single point charger connector will be put in place. The car users will 
pay a charging fee, which will go to the owners of the equipment. With regards to the issue of a car being left to 
charge overnight, that is a danger but a sign will be put up and most people, who have electric cars in the village, will 
have a charging point installed at home. We are also looking for financial contributions. The tracker for defibrillator is 
also in hand.   
 
Minute 595 – CCTV Installation – Cllr. Lamb is still chasing suppliers, before it can commence and is also looking for 
finance contributions.  
 
608. To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on 
applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman. 
 
2489/20/FUL Mr. A. Higgins 

Use of boat yard manager’s accommodation for holiday accommodation at Herons Reach, Weir Quay 
 L20 7HE. 

 
Comments The Council are happy to approve this application.  

 
2322/20/LBC Messer’s Copper and Lovie 

Listed building consent for replacement roof covering to porch at Rumleigh House, Rumleigh PL20 
7HN 

   
Comments The Council approves this application and is pleased to see this listed building is being well 

maintained and preserved. 
 
3424/19/FUL     Mr. S. Billings Burrington Estate Ltd. 

Re-advertisement (Revised Plans Received) Application for 31no, new dwellings and associated 
access road and pedestrian link at Field SX453 669 Adjacent to Woolacombe Road. PL20 7HH.  

 
Cllr. Reed - pleased that the Council previous objections had been noted and the developers had reduced the number 
of houses, but it appears they have not included information regarding renewable energy or combined heating 
schemes for the properties. The WDBC should try and get the developers to include renewable energy, for example 
solar panels and electric charging points. The Borough Council should also ask for carbon reduction in the building of 
these houses.  
 
Cllr. Lamb – there was a question whether the 31 houses complied with the Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan’s wording 
is ‘some’ 30 houses.  
 
Cllr. Pengelly - objects strongly to the proposed entry and exit on Woolacombe Road, instead of going directly onto 
the B3257. I think it will be dangerous and there should be a roundabout put in near the bowling club. The 30 mph 
should be extended towards the Quarry. Construction vehicles will also cause disruption.  
 
Discussions took place.   
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Cllr Reed – the County Council Highways have already approved this entry/exit and we might be able to encourage 
the construction vehicles to go up Bere Ferrers road and then turn right into Woolacombe Cross.  
 
Cllr. Lamb stated a roundabout by the Bowling Club, has already been ruled out the Highways Officer.  
 
Cllr Lamb suggested a separate letter be sent to the Highways Authority, highlighting the issues of the appalling sight 
lines at the junction at Woolacombe Road.   
 
There was a suggestion that this application be called in with the WDBC Planning office by Cllr. Crozier, on behalf of 
the Council and residents, as we are not happy with the accesses. 
 
Cllr Lamb asked for an update on the 106 payments. Cllr Crozier stated he had not seen what the payments are going 
to be, but will enquiry.  

 
Comments Cllr. Reed – expressed pleasure that the Council previous objections had been noted and the 

developers had reduced the number of houses, which is desirable both for the residents and for the 
community, but we feel there is insufficient attention being paid to renewable energy and issues 
regarding low carbon, for example solar panels and charging points. We would like the Borough 
Council to try and encourage it.  
We are also not happy with the decision to have the development entry/exit point on Woolacombe 
Road and request the Highway Authority improvement the sight lines at this junction.   

 
 
609. Take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough. 
 
1874/20/HHO J Challoner, 24 Alexandria Drive, Bere Alston, PL20 7DW 

Householder application for proposed single storey rear extension 
 
Decision: Conditional Approval 
 
1584/20/LBC Messrs Coppen & Lovie, Rumleigh House, Rumleigh, Bere Alston, PL20 7HN 

Listed building consent for structural and internal repairs to dwelling. Removal of 1 no.chimney,  
re-roofing of outbuildings, new heating unit and installation of hearing system and electrical re-wiring.   

 
Decision: Conditional Approval 
 
610. Enforcement cases taken into Part 2 
 
Cllr. Reed proposed going into Part 2, seconded by Cllr. Crozier. 
 
Discussions took place.  
  
Cllr. Lamb proposed coming out of Part 2, seconded by Cllr. Crozier.  
 
611. Changes to Planning Law Council’s response.  
 
Cllr. Reed and Cllr. Crozier responses the Changes in Planning Law, was circulated to the Council prior to the 
meeting.  
 
Cllr. Lamb commented on their good report, but had two minor comments: 
 
1).  Q22A – should the Government replace the Community Infrastructure Levy and Section 106 planning obligations 
with a new consolidated Infrastructure Levy, which is charged as a fixed proportion of development value above a set 
threshold? 
There is no mention of discussions or consultations with Parish or Town Councils on the allocation of that money. 
 
2).  If an appeal is successful, the District Council lose the costs of the planning application and I feel this might 
encourage Planning Officers to always approve applications, in order to stop incurring costs.  
 
Cllr. Reed and Cllr. Crozier to revisit their report after Cllr. Lamb’s observations, before sending it. 
 
612. Correspondence  
 
1) Cllr. Pengelly – Objection to the road entry and exit for the 31 new dwellings adjacent to Woolacombe Road: 
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I believe that in the interest of safety, entry and exit should be directly onto the B3257. Most vehicles leaving the site will head 
for the B3257 turn right towards Tavistock / Plymouth or left towards Bere Alston. The present plan involves three manoeuvres 
as opposed to one directly onto the main road. One of the manoeuvres involves the dangerous junction from the Down onto 
Bedford Street. This is a four cross way with no opposite  pavements, where pedestrians have to cross diagonally to get to the 
pavement on Bedford Street or vice versa. To direct extra traffic to this junction is in my opinion extremely dangerous. A mini 
roundabout near the bowling club would be much safer and would effectively slow the traffic heading into the village via the 
dangerous junction mentioned above. The 30 MPH sign could be moved towards Quarry cross. 
If construction vehicles use the proposed route via the Down, large lorries have to cross to the wrong side of the road on the 
sharp bend as they manoeuvre into Woolacombe Road. I do not object to the building of the houses, but I believe it would be a 
terrible decision to direct traffic towards this extremely dangerous junction. The local plan states that “the preferred site access 
should be directly onto the main road to Bere Peninsula” (B3257). “However, if this does not prove feasible, an alternative access 
onto Woolacombe Road would be acceptable.” Other than cost, how is my proposal not feasible. 
Looking ahead the local plan suggests another 20 plus houses to be built on a nearby site which will have no alternative but to 
use the Down / Bedford Street junction. The alternative route towards Collytown is even worse, with both junctions being 
completely blind. 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked Committee members and declared the zoom meeting closed 
at 7.43 pm.  
 
 


