
BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL 

DELEGATION AND VIRTUAL MEETING 

DALC & NALC are at present actively lobbying Government to allow ‘Virtual’ 
meetings and a copy of their views is attached. However, on 9 December 
2021,DALC in a circular stated: 

“To help manage the risk posed by the high case rates and the Omicron 
variant, councils may want to revisit their risk assessments to ensure that 
everyone attending a meeting is kept safe. Non-essential business can be 
deferred to a later meeting of the council, or the whole council meeting could 
be postponed if needed. Each council can choose what works best for them. 
 
Now may be a good time to review your scheme of delegation to ensure that 
the clerk can make any essential decisions if the council is unable to meet. 
Please remember that the precept must be set by the full council and cannot 
be delegated to the clerk.” 

You will see on the agenda ,a proposal to delegate all decisions to the Clerk, 
as advised by the Chair and Vice Chair, if the situation has deteriorated, 
which of course it has with the recent additional restrictions. We do not 
know what the situation will be in the New Year but already a number of 
Parish Councillors are declining to attend face to face meetings.  

I am proposing an amendment to proposal at item 13 as follows: 

1 All face to face meetings are suspended from 1 January 2022 
2 Council and all Committees, when required, will meet virtually using 

the Zoom system in the same previous way. 
3 However, until legislation is passed allowing these to be fully 

functioning legal meetings with full powers of direction and 
recommendation. 
a. Council and Committees will propose courses of action to the 

Clerk & Chair-Vice Chair Group, for them to deal as appropriate 
with any financial approvals as necessary. 

b. In addition accounts for payment will be circulated before F & GP 
but they will not be approved by the signatories until a minimum 
of five days after recommendation. 

c. Committees will still be sent their monthly accounts, so that they 
may examine same at their meetings, together with Bank 
Reconciliations. 

d. Routine Safety Inspection Reports will be sent to the Clerk and 
Chair of Open Spaces before the meeting so that the Chair may 
raise any matters that require attention. 



4 All meetings will be advertised on our three notice boards and upon 
our website, three working days before the meetings with an 
invitation for members of the public to join the meetings using the 
appropriate links. 

5 All Zoom meetings will be recorded in addition to the usual minute 
taking.  The recordings will be wiped after four weeks. 

6 These arrangements will be reviewed at the April Council Meeting 
or before if three Councillors put in an appropriate request. 

7 The Clerk will issue a brief newsletter at the end of each month 
detailing the decisions of the Clerk aided by the Chair & Vice Chair 

 
Brian Lamb 
 
For discussion this evening.    21.12.2021   
 


