I Was Inspired!
I attended the annual conference of the Tamar Valley A.O.N.B. recently. I will be honest, having read the running order, I thought I may have made a mistake in deciding to go, but I was so wrong! The talks, presentations and discussions were inspiring and I hope to communicate a little of this to those of you who continue reading.
I will just put a few facts before you in case you are new to the workings of the local A.O.N.B. It will be celebrating 20 years of existence this year and for every £3 it receives from Defra, Devon County Council and Cornwall County Council contribute £1. It works with a variety of partner organisations (about 28 at last count) to enable projects and training to take place which will support its vision, which is:
To ensure that by working together the Tamar Valley AONB is managed in a way that conserves and enhances its unique cultural identity and outstanding natural beauty for the benefit of all the people who live, work and visit the area, now and in the future.
Some of the projects that have been undertaken during 2014 include the Horseshoe Bat project; working on the Tamar Trails and the Invasive Species project. These are all ongoing. The TV A.O.N.B. works closely with both land owners and farmers and is absolutely dependent upon the input and dedication of their volunteers. In 2014 118 volunteers were involved in some kind of project and they all had opportunities to explore and learn as well as being trained in all sorts of skills which enables them to help elsewhere.

The meeting heard about several projects which have either received funding from or have been led by TV AONB. Helping Hands for Heritage is a new initiative which has taken volunteers far and wide; archeological sites were cleared; pondlife was explored and recorded and conservation work was undertaken at mining sites. A real bonus is that places not usually accessible by the public are opened for this group. Work at both Antony House and Pentille Castle witness to this.
Hector Pearson from National Grid gave a very informative illustrated talk about the current work being undertaken as part of the Visual Provision Project. It certainly helped me to understand what is happening and how important it is for local people to air their views. This is not the place to go into details, but I’m sure there will be plenty of local print space given over to this subject during the next few years.

TV AONB has given support to the Tavistock Scrapstore to help it get back on its feet and continue to serve the local community and also to Cremyll Keelboats who work with the community in restoring and sailing traditional vessels. The day finished with a short film called Tamarama which is part of the River Tamar Project.
There are new funding streams about to open up and you would be well advised to visit the website to see if anything you are involved in or would like to start could benefit. This funding is aimed at rural services, local tourism, farms and forestry and is looking for projects that create employment and offer recognized training.
http://www.tamarvalley.org.uk/care/sdf/
The website also lists all sorts of future projects which are normally free and sometimes include lunch. Here’s a sample list: be trained to lead walks for health; pond survey at The Garden House; learn about apple grafting; map reading; BioBlitz at Pentille Castle and Estate.

Well, I really was thrilled to hear about so many events and projects happening locally. I hope this short piece encourages many of you to take a look for yourselves.

Hilary Boot-Handford

