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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes committee, held in the Council Chamber Bere        Alston on Tuesday 22nd November 2016.
     Present



Cllr. P. Dennis               Chairman 



Cllr. R. Leithall
      Chairman of Council
       
                                Cllr. M. Benson              Cllr. S. Munn


          Cllr. B. Lamb                  Cllr. R. Piper


     

          Cllr. R. Maycock
In Attendance. Cllr. H. Boot-Handford, Cllr. M. Page-Bailey, Cllr. S. Hanson.
878. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman. No decisions can be made on these 
      Items.
1) Cllr. Piper – stated that there was a report on Facebook that the litter bin in the park was set fire 


   to.
2) Cllr. Piper – Toilets at Bere Ferrers were filthy last week.
3) Cllr. Benson – with regards the previously discussed issues around the book shop, Geoffrey 
Cox’s PA has been in touch with Cllr. Benson to arrange a possible visit to Bere Alston on the 2nd December.
Cllr. Lamb would like to be present as he feels there are other issues such as Denham Bridge Road to discuss.
4) Cllr. Benson – Reported to West Devon 3 cars parked in Pilgrim Drive car park, 2 of which are
full of rubbish. Notices will be put on windscreens giving 7 days to remove after this period they will be removed.
5) Cllr. Benson – The Parish Hall car park looked more like an HGV car park, this council is 


      reluctant to put legislation into being in the car park; refer to F&GP December.
6) Cllr. Benson – the Clerk was informed of fly tipping in the skip at the Dog Exercise field. 
Evidence was found. This Parish Council needs to think about putting a notice on the skip informing perpetrators that they will be fined. Refer to next Open Spaces.
879. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th October and taken as read, to deal with matters 
        arising. 
   Matters Arising.
   Minute 837 (a) – Yellow Lines Fore Street. Cllr. Benson, Cllr. Philip Sanders Devon County and 
Victor Gough Devon County Highways were at Friday’s opening. Cllr. Sanders more or less said ‘if you don’t want the yellow lines you won’t get them but they may divert the gritter’.
880. Accounts for payment.
The Clerk circulated the accounts for payment sheet by email in the sum of £3,926.16 Cllr. Maycock proposed payment of the accounts, seconded by Cllr. Benson.
881. Financial Statements.
The Clerk circulated the finance sheets by email.
Finance & General Purposes Statement; Cllr. Benson proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr. Maycock.
Public Toilets Statements; Cllr. Maycock proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
Financial Sheet for October; Cllr. Lamb proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
The Clerk asked committee where they intended to vire the £100 for the night landing lights planning permission. After discussions Cllr. Munn proposed the £100 be paid from vandalism, seconded by Cllr. Benson.
882. Office Stationary (Logo).
Cllr. Boot-Handford circulated a new letter head for Parish Council drawn by Cllr. Page-Bailey, discussions took place. It was agreed that the whole letter head be re-vamped. Refer to next F&GP.
883. Review General Risk Assessment Management.
Discussions took place. It was noted that the dates on the document be changed to show the review date.
Cllr. Lamb proposed acceptance of the document, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
884. Review Statement of Internal Control.
Discussions took place. It was noted that dates on the document be changed to show the review date.
Cllr. Lamb proposed acceptance of the document, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
885. Fire Check Report.
Cllr. Dennis has undertaken the Fire Check, all is in order. The fire alarm system was serviced in September by Chubb and is in working order.
The Clerk pointed out that a table has appeared in the downstairs lobby; also more pushchairs are being left during the play sessions. Cllr. Dennis to speak with Playgroup.
886. To discuss fund raising for the Night Landing lighting for Air Ambulance.
Cllr. Lamb stated that to date there has been £1,073-90p donations. He has received a tremendous response from all he talks to. There are a number of groups planning events.
Tomorrow night there is a drop in event in the Parish Hall with Toby Russell attending and there will be publicity for the Road Warden Scheme.
Cllr. Lamb has had the cost figure from the installers of the equipment and it is now £6,003-48p +VAT.
 887. Defibrillator monthly report.
The Clerk has had both reports for Bere Ferrers and Bere Alston, all are ok.
888.  To approve the Bere Peninsula Draft Neighbourhood Plan and propose that Full 
        Council adopt the Plan.
Cllr. Benson explained that this is the final version; the plan consists of 32 pages and the Appendix of 150 pages.
There are photographs to be added and typos to be corrected.
Cllr. Lamb brought forward issues with regards to the housing and windfalls etc.
Discussions took place.
Cllr. Leithall asked Cllr. Benson to check the definition of windfall. Cllr. Benson has agreed to obtain hard evidence on definition of windfall.
Cllr. Leithall proposed qualified acceptance of the Neighbourhood Plan, seconded by Cllr. Lamb.
A vote was taken 6 for 1 against.
Motion Carried.
889. Correspondence.
1) WDBC Naomi Wapling – 
We have received an application for a new premises licence from Wm Morrison Supermarkets PLC for Morrison’s Petrol Filling Station, Plymouth Road, Tavistock, PL19 9DS.
          The application is for: provision of late night refreshment, indoors and outdoors Monday to   
          Sunday from 23:00 to 05:00 and the sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises 24hrs 
          a day. 
2) Devon County Highways – Further to the petition submitted via the Parish Council on the  
25th July, identifying concerns relating to safety and vehicle speed on The Down, Bere 
Alston and requesting the consideration of a 20mph speed limit on this section. Please 
accept my apologies for the delay.
Having considered the current situation on The Down, it is felt that the application of the 
current 30mph speed limit is correct and in line with Local and National Policy; a further 
reduction to 20mph is not felt justified.
However, observations of inappropriate speed will be investigated through our regular 
Speed Complaint Action Review Forum (SCARF) which we hold in partnership with the 
Police. Our Neighbourhood Highways Team will arrange data collection to inform the 
process, which will be reviewed in their next meeting scheduled for later this year.
3) WDBC News Releases –Keeping your Home Cosy and Warm this Winter
        West Devon Borough Council has wrapped up the best Council backed schemes and services 
      for residents to keep their homes warm and themselves well this winter. You can find out about  
      the simple things you can do to save money and energy in your home and how to apply for 
      services, such as a new boiler, which can help keep your home warmer this winter. Wessex  
      Loans and Cosy Devon offer a number of services, from home improvement loans to applying 
      for insulation, see if you’re eligible for schemes to protect your home through the winter    
      months. Cllr Jeff Moody, Lead Member for Customer First, said "We have gathered  
      together the top schemes and services from partner organisations and council backed 
      schemes across Devon. You can find advice and help available to protect your home and keep 
      warm this winter. “If you think you could benefit from a fuel poverty scheme such as Cosy 
      Devon follow the advice we have gathered together and take a look at services provided by 
      our partners and we can all be better prepared for winter. “Residents can find out what is 
      available and how to find advice and help through our following us on social media, visiting our 
      website or ringing Wessex Loans and Cosy Devon. ”West Devon Borough Council is now  
      appealing for residents to look at the various schemes and services and see what help and 
      advice is available to them this winter.  
4) #OurDay - A Day at West Devon Borough Council.
 “Our officers work incredibly hard every day and a lot of what they do never gets noticed. All of this is very important to the running of our Council and it's great to have a day to thank them.”
Throughout the day, the Council shared information about what was going on behind the doors at Kilworthy Park and across the Borough.
From Planning and Licensing Committee, to street cleaning, promoting food recycling and enabling new and affordable homes, officers shared their working day with followers.
Throughout the day, the Council also shared some key facts about services, these include: 
· The fact that West Devon's population is 54,200, there are 25,328 households and the area covers 1160 sq. km of land.
· The Customer Contact Centre receives over 25,000 calls a month.
· Officers prevented 283 households from becoming homeless and rehoused 167 families through Devon Home Choice.
· There are over 450 tasks that residents and customers can perform on the Council’s website for themselves.
· 6000 West Devon residents are members of the leisure centres.
· 45% of West Devon is in Dartmoor National Park.
· 93 Disabled Facilities Grant allocations have been completed this year.
· This year 560 dog patrols were conducted (and counting).
· Okehampton Customer Contact Centre saw 1,039 visitors last month.
5) Amjad Khan South Hams District Council –
My name is Amjad and I am part of the South Hams and West Devon Asset Team. I will be responsible for managing the coordination and provision of sandbags and sand over the coming winter. This follows the tradition in West Devon of deliveries being made to those parishes that would like it.  
In order to enable me to adopt a proactive approach please could I ask you to let me know the following by Friday 25th November:
-          What provision of bags and sand you currently have within your parish?
-          Whether you require some immediate provisions, and if so in what capacity?
-          Confirmation as to the dedicated Parish address where deliveries, particularly sand, will need to be made during the winter months.
As we move through the winter months I will be the main point of contact for any additional provisions. 
6) Torridge, North, Mid & West Devon Citizens Advice – Last year 2015-16 clients from your 
ward came to our offices for advice and information on 322 individual issues. The 
biggest enquiry area in the ward of Bere Ferrers was the disability benefit Personal 
Independence Payment (PIP). Last year in West Devon we helped clients to receive 
over £750,000 of income gain to which they did not know they were entitled.
For every £1 of Local Authority funding we receive, we generate £2.67 in fiscal benefit. 
We would be extremely grateful if Bere Ferrers Parish Council would consider making a 
donation to this valuable service to enable the residents of you Parish to continuing 
accessing free, independent, confidential and impartial advice. Thank you for your 
continued support.
The outcome of the meeting; findings and any proposed interventions will be shared with the Parish Council in due course.
Cllr. Piper Proposed a donation of £50, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
7) Tavistock & District Local Transport Partnership (Ring & Ride) – The Tavistock Ring & Ride 
service provides regular timetabled transport for people having problems using public transport.
It is incredibly important that we keep this service running as it benefits so many lives, for some it’s the only time they get to meet and talk to other people and do their weekly shop. 
The continuing cuts to services in the local community are having a massive impact on the vulnerable and it is increasing their isolation.
Support from your parish is greatly needed and important to us.
Cllr. Piper proposed a donation of £50, Seconded by Cllr. Leithall.
8)  Grant Thornton  – On the basis of our review of the annual return, in our opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
390. Agenda Items for next meeting.
      1) Report on Night Landing progress
      2)  Defibrillator checks
      3)  Parish Hall Car Park and HGV’s
      4) Discussion on Public Toilets, to be taken in part 2.
      5) Revamped letter head
There being no further business the chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.33pm.     
Signed this 29th day of November 2016. 
Chairman………………...

