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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Footpaths and Environment Committee held in the Council Chambers at Bere Alston on Tuesday 2nd December 2014.       

Present     




      Mrs D. M. A. Chapman 
Chairman
                                      Mr B. Lamb                              Chairman of Council

                                      Mr M. Benson                             

                                      Mrs. M. Ball    




     Dr N. Harmsworth



     Mr R. Maycock
In Attendance
Mrs H. Boot-Handford.                                      
1692. Apologies.                                                   
    Apologies were received from Mr K. Smith due to getting home late from work.
1693. Minutes of the meeting held on 15th July to deal with matters arising.
Minute 1572
Bere Link Paths. Mrs Chapman gave Mrs Rogers the last three path descriptions. The question was asked “do we need to get more done?” The Clerk stated that this had been a second run of all the paths, perhaps there should be a break for a while, all agreed.
1694. Financial Statement.

Discussions took place regarding the possibility of grants being reduced. The Clerk

reminded everyone that we only had £100 this year.
Looking at the finance sheet if anything went wrong with the equipment then we would have

no money left to run on.

Mr Lamb proposed this committee precept for £300 for 2015-16, seconded by Mr Benson.

Dr Harmsworth proposed acceptance of the finance sheets, seconded by Mr Maycock.
1695. Annual Footpath Reports.              
  
The Clerk has received Mrs Chapman’s reports. She also undertook the paths that would 

have been allocated to the new councillor.
 
Mr Maycock, Mr Smith, Dr Harmsworth and Mr Benson handed there’s to the Clerk.

Mrs Boot-Handford would like to check if Footpath’s 20 & 52 had any reports about the 
stiles being difficult to negotiate.
The reports were checked but no mention of the stile problem.

1) Mrs Boot-Handford stated that the stile on FP20 just by the Bowling Club drive is very difficult 

    to negotiate because of the ground not being firm you have to locate a firm area to even try and 

    go over the stile.

2) FP52 Lockeridge to Collins Farm the two stiles are the problem here. Perhaps we could have 

    them changed for metal gates.

3) Mrs Chapman has a problem with the new stile erected on FP87 at Thorn Point. It is too high, 

    the one that was removed had a V section for the top bar and was very easy to use.

4) Mrs Chapman also has a problem with a padlocked gate on FP75.

1696. Any Footpath Problems.
1) Dr Harmsworth stated that the stepping stones in the stream on FP37 disappear under water when the river is flooded. Also part of the path further back is slipping away.

2) Mr Maycock- FP11 when you come into the copse the brambles are encroaching badly, it would be a good idea to strim now.

3) Mrs Boot-Handford- FP77 at the back of the water treatment works the brambles are encroaching also.

1697. P3 Meeting.

Mrs Chapman explained that she did not attend this year as they had a walk from 10.30 to midday, then lunch then question time and it finished at 2pm. Mrs Chapman always enjoys attending but did not think it was worth driving all that way to Beaford for 1hour.

1698. Devon County Council application to Planning Inspectorate for an order granting Development Consent for reopening the Railway. Secretary of State asking what should be provided in the Environment Statement.

Mr Lamb gave a resume stating this is the final stage. There is already full support from the Government. Devon County Council have produced a 93 page fully detailed document. Mr Lamb could see nothing untoward that this Council could comment on.

Mr Lamb felt we should acknowledge stating we will give you every support.
Mr Lamb has been approached by a cycle group who wish to have a cycle route to Plymouth going across the existing rail line and the bridge. Mr Lamb pointed out there would be no way they would be able to use the bridge and the landowner will not allow public access.

Mr Lamb felt that if they were trying to get to Plymouth why not contact Sustrans as they had already put a bridge over the River Walkham, there might be a case for getting a bridge across Lopwell Dam.

Mr Lamb was asked if the Parish Council would support this.

Mr Benson felt Council would support this in principle.
1698. Devon County Highway budget reductions and possible ongoing effect on Council.      
Mr Benson felt there were three issues:

1) Gritting Routes: we are on the Primary Gritting Route because our saving grace is two Railway Stations and a Senior School.

2) Filling grit bins: the general view is that this should continue to be done by County, so we should put a case in to continue as we are. If we have to fill grit bins, how? No one has bothered to tell us.

3)  Grass Cutting being abolished: only junctions and inside banks, weed spraying has been abolished.

Talking about Town and Parish Road Wardens Scheme this is not too detrimental, such as cleaning road signs, maintenance of finger posts and some hedge trimming.

Mr Lamb and Mr Benson will be attending Southern Links meeting on Thursday. Mr Lamb proposed that we respond to the document next Friday after the Southern Links meeting, seconded by Mr Maycock.

1699. TAP Funding proposal from Buckland to help Parishes purchase Parish Lengthsman 
          Service from D.C.C.

Mr Lamb spoke with a Councillor from Gulworthy to consider funding for the setting up of a part time workman to undertake some jobs.

The Buckland Scheme is not for this Parish Council.

1700. Snow Warden Scheme.

Mr Maycock has 10 Snow Wardens on board and four and a half tons of salt from last year. There are a number out of the ten who were Snow Wardens last year.

Mr Benson asked about items such as gloves, tabards and small shovels. Mr Maycock to get back to the Clerk about how many need these items.

1701. Correspondence.

1) Mr. Gardner – BASC guidance on Shooting and Rights of Way circulated to members of 

    Council.
2) W.D.B.C. – Dotty King reporting a complaint about a bonfire on the private allotments at The 

    Square and asking what action parish council can take. Inform Mrs King that Council have no 

     jurisdiction over these allotments.
1702. Agenda items for next meeting.

1) Update where we are with D.C.C Highways

2) Snow Warden Report
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.11pm.
Dated this 16th day of December 2014.
Signed by the Chairman…………………………………….

