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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Footpaths and Environment Committee held in the Council Chambers at Bere Alston on Tuesday 15th July 2014.       

Present     




      Mrs D. M. A. Chapman 
Chairman
                                      Mr B. Lamb                              Chairman of Council

                                      Mr M. Benson  



     Mr. R. Maycock                            

                                      Mr. K. Smith      
In Attendance
Cllr Robin Musgrave WDBC Councillor, Mr. R. Piper, Rev. N. Law
1566. Apologies.                                                    
    Apologies were received from Dr Harmsworth due to holiday.

1567. Declaration of Interest.

    Mr Smith declared an interest as he works for Mr Gardner, ref proposal 5 of Definitive Map  

    Review of Public Rights of Way.

1568. To discuss the Definitive Map Review of Public Rights of Way, Consultation schedule.
Proposal 1:
“Proposed addition of a footpath to the foreshore near Hole’s Hole Grid ref: SX 4313 6513 to SX 4312 6513”.


Discussions took place and the committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 2:
“Proposed addition of a footpath to the foreshore just north of Weir Quay. Grid ref: SX 4322 6500 to SX 4320 6500”.


Discussions took place and the committee were in favour of this proposal.
Proposal 3:
“Proposed addition of a footpath to the foreshore at Weir Quay. Grid ref; SX 4341 6463 to SX 4339 6463”.


Discussions took place and the committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 4:
“Proposed addition of a bridleway between Footpath nos. 49 and 71 near Furzehill Mine. Grid ref: SX 4374 6582 to SX 4367 6551”.


Discussions took place; Rebecca Townsend representing Horse Watch put their case for this proposal, after further discussions the committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 5: 
“Proposed addition of a bridleway and part upgrade of Footpath No 11 between Vinegar Hill and Maine Farm. Grid ref: SX 4684 6471 to SX: 4625 6608.
Discussions took place Mr. Gardner the owner of Main Farm put his case against the proposal and also put forward evidence that this proposed path has been closed off and overgrown for 22 years so no one could have been riding this in that period of time. Mr. Piper reiterated this with further evidence as his father owned the property before Mr. Gardner. Rebecca Townsend the representative from Horse Watch also put their case for the proposal. Various information was brought forward to committee, it was felt there was some confusion over this application and more evidence was required.
Proposal 6: 
“Proposed resolution of anomaly affecting Footpath No. 7 at Well Farm, adding a county road and delete part of Footpath No. 7 Grid ref: SX 4533 6572 to SX 4567 6577”.


Councillor Musgrave has spoken to Caroline Gatrell of Devon County Rights of Way and it seems that this is a technical change to the records.


The committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 7: 
“Proposed upgrade of Footpath Nos. 37 and 93 to bridleway between Tuckermarsh and Tuckermarsh Quay. Grid ref: SX 4466 6746 to SX 4430 6735 via SX 4409 6809”.


Discussions took place Mr. Derek of Tuckermarsh Cottage put forward his case against this proposal as it goes through his garden and around his garage, there are dangerous areas on this path which is awkward for people to walk let alone horse riders, he stated that there were also a lot of problems with mountain bikes and scramble bikes already and this would open it up to more problems.


After further discussions it was agreed by committee not to support this proposal.

Proposal 8:
“Proposed resolution of missing link between Footpath 51 and Footpath 52 and the county road at Lockeridge Bridge by extending the county road to meet the footpaths. Grid ref: SX 4394 6661 to SX 4393 6659”.


Discussions took place and committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 9:
Proposed resolution of anomaly affecting Footpath 55 at South Hooe. Grid ref: SX 4247 6568 to SX 4209 6544.


Discussions took place Mrs Chapman stated that the late owner of the land adjoining the footpath did give permission for walkers to return up the private road at one point. The committee were in favour of this proposal

Proposal 10:
“Proposed resolution of anomaly affecting Footpath No. 63 at Braunder by extending the footpath to meet the county road. Grid ref: SX 4348 6693 to SX 4366 6693”.


Discussions took place this is again a technical change to the records, the committee were in favour of this proposal. 

Proposal 11:
“Proposed downgrading of Bridleway No.69 at Weir Quay. Grid ref: SX 4327 6497 to SX 4322 6495”.


Discussions took place and committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 12: “Proposed upgrade of Footpath no 71 to Bridleway near Cotts. Grid ref: SX 4370 6547 to SX 4368 6516”.


Discussions took place and evidence was put forward from a member of the public present for not upgrading this footpath to a bridleway. They are having problems already with scramble bikes.


After further discussions committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 13:
“Proposed diversion of Footpath No. 75 southeast of Higher Wattons Farm and at Down Farm. Grid Ref: SX 4471 6598 to SX 4474 6593 and SX 4505 6585 to SX 4515 6575”.

Mrs. Chapman stated that this was confirming the existing route. The committee were in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 14:
“Proposed diversion of Footpath No. 91 opposite Battens Farm. Grid ref: SX 4535 6605.

Discussions took place and committee were in favour of the proposal.

Proposal 15:
“Proposed deletion of the cul de sac section of Footpath No. 96 at Whitsam Farm. Grid ref: SX 4316 6620 to SX 4300 6621.


Discussions took place and the committee were in favour of this proposal.
1569. Items of Urgent Business at the discretion of the Chairman.

1. Mr. Lamb –reported that the proposed railway track from Tavistock to Bere Alston and the footpath and cycle track went to Devon County Council last Wednesday, the footpath and cycle track have been removed and a new path has been proposed from Tavistock to Tavy Sawmills.

2. Mr. Piper- reported that the gate hinge is broken at the top of Footpath 94.

3. Mr. Smith – felt that the state of the Parish Hall is going downhill, there is play equipment scattered around the yard at the back, also the alarm and light on the park side of the hall are broken. The whole area is starting to show that there is no maintenance being undertaken.
4. The Clerk-reported that yesterday she had a visit from two parishioners, the lady came up to get her paper and was walking her two dog’s she decided to go and sit on the bench in the play area, she then threw a ball down to the basketball area the dogs returned to her with cut paws as there was broken glass over the area, one dog has had to be taken into the vets to have a piece of glass removed.

Discussions took place there is concern at the lack of policing over the weekends. Council also needs to find a solution to keeping the area clean.

It was agreed to send a letter of sympathy to the lady.

5. The Clerk sought permission to pay the following accounts.

1. Direct 365 2pks Smart One toilet tissue   

£56.70
2. Complete Care Network 4 litter pickers             
£32.51

Mr. Benson proposed payment, seconded by Mr. Lamb.
1570.   Minutes of the meeting held on 4th March matters arising.
Matters Arising

Minute 1370 
Mr. Lamb asked what the current position is with regards the Snow Wardens. Mr.Maycock stated that there are nine volunteers including himself he hopes to get them altogether to designate the difficult area. Mr. Benson stated that Mr. Willmott has obtained a snow plough that can go on a Land Rover and Mr. Willmott will still store the salt.
1571 Financial Statements.
The Clerk presented the financial statements for July, after discussions Mr Lamb proposed

acceptance of the statements, seconded by Mr Benson.
1572. Bere Link Paths.

Mrs Chapman has put in a footpath for Bere Link, there are only three more and we shall

have finished this round of publication. 

1573. Footpath problems and allocations.

  The path allocation sheets were circulated they are the same as last year. Mrs. Chapman 

  wondered if Mr. & Mrs. Bentley would like to inspect Fp. 28 and 38. Mr. Musgrave offered to help 

  out and it was felt he should liaise with the Chairman.
1. Fp.6 Mr. Lamb explained that there are 3 Rhodesian Ridgeback dogs at Hallowell and they have attacked various dogs some with serious wounds, the Police have been involved and also The Dog Warden. The Clerk has received the following email from PCSO Greenwood
“Re the Ridgeback dogs at Bere Ferrers, statements have been taken from the two dog owners who reported the offence and I have forwarded all the info including photographs of the injuries to our Force Legal, so it is now in their hands, I am unable to do any more about it until I have the go ahead from them, hopefully they will book a court date soon so we can get it sorted”.
2. Mr. Musgrave- the Maristow Estate shooting, he has 4/5 people expressing the same problems, and they are really concerned about shooting in close proximity to the road. Mr. Musgrave has never got to the bottom of the shooting in close proximity. There are also pens being erected in the woods near footpath 11 he intends to pursue this. 

Discussions took place regarding the shooting over footpaths, email to Mr. Philip Sanders and also contact Maristow Estate regarding the safety issue and what they are intending to do.

 1574. Any Environmental Issues.
1. Mr. Benson felt there is a need to run a workshop for the Snow Wardens.
2. It has been brought to the Clerks attention that two parishioners have now become Poo Fairies when they take their dogs for a walk they clean up after other irresponsible dog owners.

3. Mr. Smith reported an amount of ragwort by the seat at High Cross ask the workman to remove it. Mr. Piper stated the best solution is to throw it into the road for cars to drive over it. 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.36pm.
Dated this 29th day of July 2014.
Signed by the Chairman…………………………………….

