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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Bere Ferrers Parish Council held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday 29th July 2014.                   
Present     

                                      Mr B. Lamb                                Chairman of Council     
                                      Mr M. Benson                             Mr R. Leithall  
                                      Mrs H. Boot-Handford                Mr R. Piper   
                                      Mrs D.M.A. Chapman    
       Mrs H. Rogers
                                      Mr P. Dennis                               Mr K. Smith


              Dr N. Harmsworth                          

1584. Apologies.                   

Apologies were received from Mr R. Maycock due to personal business.       

1585. Declaration of Interest.
Mr K. Smith declared an interest in the Footpath and Environment meeting as he works for Mr Vic Gardner, also Open Spaces as he is Vice President of BAUFC.
1586. Chairman’s Report.

1
The Chairman has asked the question of vandalism be placed on the Southern Areas Link Committee meeting.   

2
There are 18 children in this village that attend Callington College and use the service bus. Devon County Council has stopped the service bus due to lack of use.
1587. Items of Urgent Business.

1) Mr Smith- thought that the seated area which holds the flagpole and the mosaic is looking untidy, 


     it needs attention to remove the ivy from the mosaic.
2) Mrs Chapman-a very large tree has a split limb and has come down across the path on FP 43.
3) Mr Benson-
Rob Sekula informed Mr Benson that the Bere Alston War Memorial is not a listed 




structure, Clerk to investigate.
4) Mrs Boot-Handford- has received an email from West Devon Community & Voluntary Services 

regarding people who do outstanding service, she has passed this information to the trustees of Beregen.

5) Rev Law-
On Monday August 4th the date the first World War started 100 years ago, there will 



be a gathering around Bere Ferrers War Memorial at 11pm for a service.

6) The Clerk-
Sought permission to pay the following A/C:-

· Paul Willmott Garden & Farm Service

Grass Cutting






£74.00

· Post Office Ltd SWW BF Toilets



£28.00

· Chubb Fire & Security Ltd

Annual extinguisher service & replacement of 2 

Extinguishers.






£133.97

Mr Dennis proposed payment, seconded by Mr Benson.
1588. To approve the minutes of  Full Council  held on the 24th June as a true record and taken as 

        read.
Mr Lamb proposed approval of the minutes seconded by Mr Leithall.
Matters Arising,

Minute 1528(4)
    The damaged sign at the junction of Cornwall Street and Pentillie Road. County Highways do not think the sign is damaged badly enough to warrant removal.
Minute 1530(1490[6]) Empty house on Fore Street, concern is still shown over this house.


    Mr Benson reported that the view from the officers at West Devon was that there was not an issue they could pursue. They will continue to monitor the property but the Council Tax is being paid so legally there is nothing they can do.


West Devon members to pursue this.

Minute 1531(1503) Mr Maycock has had a meeting with Mr Westlake BAUFC. They have removed the goal posts from the Pavilion roof; they will not be going back on the roof. At this moment in time they have been laid down in the goal mouths to cover the holes. At the end of next season they wish to place them behind the Pavilion and secure them to the building/tree. Mr Maycock has agreed to convene the next Open Spaces meeting at the Pavilion to meet with the club.

Minute 1556
The Clerk reminded Councillors about two TAP Fund courses being held 1) September 17th 7-9pm on Required Financial Procedures for Parish & Town Councils. 2) October 22nd 7-9pm Managing Open Spaces.


Anyone interested in attending please let the Clerk know as soon as possible.

                                                                               SO RESOLVED
1589. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Open Spaces meeting held on the 8th July and taken as 

read, to deal with matters arising.
Mr Smith proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

Mr Piper stated that he was at the meeting, his name had been omitted.
Matters Arising
Minute 1506  The seat from Bere Ferrers Quay was placed in the barn at Bere Ferrers Play Area. The Clerk 

                       has asked the workman to put it up in the Cemetery workshop for Mr Reddecliff to put up at 
                       Weir Quay.

Minute 1564  The assistant clerk has a price of £60 for the baiting of the rats at the Allotments Bere Alston.
                       Mrs Boot-Handford proposed that we go ahead with the extermination of the rats, seconded 

                       by Mr Benson. 

Mr Smith proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.
SO RESOLVED
1590. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Footpath & Environment meeting held on 15th July 
and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
  

Mrs Chapman proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.        
Matters Arising
Minute 1568
Mr Benson stated that the lady from North Hooe approached him and explained that   


the road down to her farm is a Public Highway but South Hooe is a private road.

Mrs Chapman proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.

                                                                                     SO RESOLVED 

1591. To approve the minutes of the Plans meeting held on 22nd July and taken as read, to deal with 


Matters arising.
Mr Benson proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Dennis.
Matters Arising

Minute 1578(1) Mr Benson did attend the Bridestowe workshop.

Mr Benson proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Dennis.







SO RESOLVED  
1592. To approve and adopt the minutes of Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 22nd July            

 and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
Mr Lamb asked for the following two amendments:-

Minute 1580  
add to this minute that a survey of their condition to ascertain repair or replacement and their costs.
Minute 1582
The minute to read: - allowances would be inappropriate for this Parish Council but we would pay any expenses incurred to Councillors on Parish Council business.


Mr Benson asked that paragraph one where it states ‘with a budget of £250,000’ should read £50,000.

The Rev Law proposed adoption of the minutes with the two amendments, seconded by

 Mrs Boot-Handford.

SO RESOLVED
1593. Internal Audit to be carried out by Mrs Boot-Handford and Dr Harmsworth.
Mrs Boot-Handford explained that they had picked wages and tax to audit, everything was  

satisfactory.
1594. Report from Mr Benson on West Devon Borough Council.   

“West Devon members have agreed their own response to the Boundary Commission proposals. They rejected the commission’s proposals and instead suggested the addition of another member, bringing the number up to 32 from 31.This would allow the wards of Hatherleigh and Lew Valley to be altered to help compensate for the levels of variances in those northern West Devon Wards. The aim is to create more single member wards, as opposed to the very large multimember suggested. The T18 programme continues with the interviews and assessments for posts in phase1a having now been completed, some staff have been offered new posts. The Council also announced an underspend of £170, 000; this will be used to help finance the Transformation Programme.  The Council has also approved the application to designate the Neighbourhood Plan area for the Bere Peninsula, and support an application for financial support from central government for helping with preparing a Neighbourhood Plan”. 

The Chairman asked Mr Musgrave if he had anything to add to Mr Benson’s report. Mr Musgrave reported that at West Devon’s last Full Council the Mayor received a petition regards keeping Meadowlands Pool open; there are a lot of strong feelings and uncertainty about it.

1595. The Chairman of Council has proposed that a Sub-Committee be drawn up to discuss an agenda for an informal meeting of Council to be held at Hope Cottage, date also to be arranged.
The Chairman wishes to look at new policies and procedures within Council Staff. He asked Mr Leithall if he would Chair the sub-committee to draw up a list of subjects to be discussed, members of Council to contact Mr Leithall with any ideas for a meeting sometime in October.

Mr Lamb felt someone from outside be asked to Chair the meeting, and he asked for Council’s approval.
1596. Correspondence.

  1. Michael Pavey.

On at least 3 or 4 occasions over the last 2 years, I have reported damage being caused to our block of 12 rented garages to the local police-but nothing seems to have been done to stop this happening.
Following a spate of graffiti last March, I spoke with PC Callendar (who has emailed me today), and agreed we would install ‘dummy’ security cameras and signs saying the area was protected by CCTV. Needless to say the dummy cameras have now been stolen and the wall covered in additional graffiti.

I understand from my agent on site Ian Lindsay that the Parish Council buildings have also sustained damage. We did approach the Parish Council 2 years ago with a view to installing functional CCTV cameras on their building, covering the Parish Hall and our garages. However, our offer was declined. Are you now able to exert some pressure on the Parish Council?
1597. Questions from any members of the public present at the discretion of the Chairman.

1.
 Mr Lansdell referred to item 12 on the agenda regarding Council having an informal meeting; he did   not like the idea; it is hole in the wall hiding from members of the public. Why did you call the meeting for Hope Cottage? Mr Lamb stated it was to be an informal meeting for a working party of Parish Councillors.

2.
Mr Lansdell- what, if anything, has progressed about the layby The Down?


Mr Lamb stated that Devon County Highways have acknowledged it is highway and the site owners want to grass it over as a visibility splay. Highways will hold discussions with the site owners to try and keep it as a layby.

3.         Mr Benson- is concerned about the play area by the Parish Hall it is getting rubbish back in there perhaps we should ultimately consider fencing it off.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members and the public for attending and declared the meeting closed at 8.40pm
Signed this 30th day of September 2014.      
Chairman……………………………….
