MINUTES OF THE BERE FERRERS JUBILEE MEETING
Thursday 2nd February 2012

Present: B Slaughter, J Slaughter, R White, G Fine, M Willmott, K Willmott, J Musgrave, R Musgrave (part), J Gallagher (part), H Boot-Handford, C Clark, D Mitchell, D McDonald.

Apologies: S Williams

Bev explained that he and Sarah called this meeting to discuss whether the village wants to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee and in what form. It is an open meeting and is not part of any organisation. Ideally, it would be nice to have a permanent memorial and a party, but it will all depend on us raising funds – more of that later. The story so far…
Some months ago Sarah and Bev thought that the village should start thinking about what it needed to do to commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee. 

To kick the ideas off, a rustic bench was suggested, suitably engraved, for the Recreation Field. Then it appeared that a timber bench wouldn’t last long (25 years), so a more robust bench of stone or granite was sourced. 
Then the Parish Council became involved as there was a need for a co-ordinating committee to co-ordinate the possible activities of the various groups on the Peninsula so that duplication did not occur.

Hilary Boot-Handford, Peter Dennis and Bev are this committee and it is stressed it is just a co-ordinating role they are taking on. It is down to parishioners to help with whatever needs to be done, rather than left to a few people. Hilary has already started the ball rolling on the Email Trail between the groups in the parish.

Whatever suggestions are put forward tonight will need funding of some sort. However, Bev has secured £500 from the Parish Council for some sort of permanent fixture in Bere Ferrers. A similar amount will be available to Bere Alston. It was hoped that the numerous activity groups on the Peninsula would be generous enough to donate between £50 and £100 each towards the celebrations, for which they would get suitable recognition.
Photographs of granite benches were passed round. After a discussion it was agreed that these were not suitable: they are imported and the look funereal.
Bev said that he had received no other suggestions, apart from one this morning. This was to make the shillit steps next to the war memorial more user-friendly and name them the Jubilee Steps.
Suggestions were invited; they were:

1 Planting an oak tree or trees on the bank near the BF Recreational Field car park, with a commemorative plaque.

2 A Jubilee garden outside the Parish Hall.
3 A sundial and/or obelisk.

4 Jubilee Trail between Bere Ferrers and Bere Alston, using existing footpaths.
5 Maypole on the Quay.

6 Flower planters on the disused platform at Bere Ferrers station.

7 Cream Teas, old-fashioned games and local music groups on the Quay.

8 A music event for teenagers somewhere on the Peninsula.

9 Tea Dance in the Parish Hall.

10 Display by the History Group in the Parish Hall.

11 Display of Coronation and Jubilee memorabilia in Bere Ferrers Church Hall.

12 A Best Jubilee Garden competition in the parish.

13 Jubilee Steps at the BF war memorial.

After much discussion it was agreed that the following were worthy of following up:

Jubilee Trail
This would probably need approval from Devon County Council. Robin volunteered to liaise with the Parish Council Footpaths & Environment committee to start the ball rolling. It was agreed that special waymarkers could be put along the Trail, with sections sponsored by Groups or businesses, with plaques to show this. The Tamar Valley AONB could be involved. The whole Trail was unlikely to be completed by Jubilee Day, but a special opening ceremony could be arranged and sections opened as they were re-signed.

Best Jubilee Garden
This would be a competition for the best planted and decorated garden on the Peninsula.

Tea Dance
This would be held in the Parish Hall.

Cream Teas on the Quay
Cream teas, old-fashioned games, boules and music from local groups on the Quay at Bere Ferrers. However, Bev said that better support would be needed from the village than that given for the Royal Wedding event.
Picnic in the Park
This is already arranged by the Bere Alston Carnival Committee.

Music Event
This should be organised by Youth2Youth. Hilary will talk to Jen Potts.
Suggested Dates
Tea Dance


Saturday 2nd June

Cream Teas


Sunday 3rd June

Jubilee Trail Opening

Monday 4th June

Picnic in the Park

Tuesday 5th June

It was stressed that volunteers would be needed for all these events and villagers must get involved and not leave it to the usual few. This would be a parish effort.

These Minutes will be circulated on the Email Trail, the Parish Council web site and on the Bere Ferrers Blog for comments and action from Groups and parishioners.

It was agreed to hold another meeting soon to determine the response to the suggestions and to finalise who is doing what. This meeting will be on Thursday 1st March at 8pm at the Olde Plough Inn, Bere Ferrers.
