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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL

 At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chambers on Tuesday 11th of June 2013.
Present  

                                       Mr R. Leithall                Chairman
                                       Mr M. Benson                                    
                                       Mr R. Maycock
                                       Mr R. Piper
                                       Mr K. Smith        

 In Attendance
 Mrs H. Boot-Handford.

1046. Apologies.

Apologies were received from Mr Lamb due to holiday and Mr Dennis due to business.
1047. Items of Urgent Business at the Discretion of the Chairman.

(1) Mrs Boot-Handford reported the steps from Pilgrim Drive to Fore Street clear of any rubbish.

(2) Mr Smith reported weeds and stated there is ragwort growing amongst weeds on the footpath between Chapel Street and West View Road. Mr Benson stated that an article has been written for Bere Link seeking help from parishioners to weed outside their own homes voluntarily or possibly seek funding to get areas treated with a herbicide.
(3) The Clerk has two more emails from Allotment holders at Bere Ferrers complaining they have been stung by Mr Endean’s aggressive bees. The Clerk spoke with Mr Endean and he has shut the aggressive hive down and it is being moved to a farm near Orestocks for 3 weeks.

1048. Matters arising from the minutes of the 9th April 2013.         

Minute 951.   The bill has been sent to B.A.U.F.C for work carried out by the workman 
on the hedge. Also an email was sent to Mr Westlake regarding the grass guards for the muddy area in the corner of the pitch/footpath area at Bere Alston Recreation Field. The Clerk read the following email from Mr Westlake; “We have a football meeting this Sunday so I will discuss it with the committee and get back to you, I can see it being a problem as I think it’s a good solution. Also will get a cheque signed for the works carried out.”
Minute 957.  Entrance into Bere Ferrers Recreation Field very muddy and dangerous 
through the winter. Mr Lamb did suggest that a load of shillett would cure the problem. Clerk explained that moving the shillett would have to be paid for. It was agreed to keep this under observation.

Minute 956. (a)New chains, these are on order, Clerk to investigate possible seats already

purchased and in store.

(b)Bark chip is low it has been rotovated but you cannot go too deep as it will bring rotted bark to the surface. Clerk to seek estimates for bark chip, contact Bere Villagers as their play park also needs a top up according to the ROSPA report, did they wish to make up a bulk order with Council.
1049. Financial Statement.  
The Clerk presented the financial statements for Recreation. After discussions Mr Piper proposed acceptance, seconded by Mr Smith.
As Open Spaces is the combining of Recreation and Cemetery the Clerk presented the financial statements for Cemetery after discussions Mr Piper proposed acceptance, seconded by Mr Maycock.

1050. Matters arising from shared ownership of mower and trailer with Horrabridge Parish  

          Council.
Mr Leithall produced a copy of the Memorandum. Discussions took place regarding insurance cover when in transit; workman’s out of pocket expenses on insurance, wear & tare on vehicle etc. All necessary facts to be obtained. Clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the workman’s insurance schedule to keep our paperwork up to date.
Discussions took place regarding size of the trailer. It is a P8 and the size is 1.9m wide by 3m inclusive of tow hitch with an extended tail gate. The Clerk explained that the lytch gate to the Cemetery entrance is not very high and there could be problems with the extended tail gate. The Clerk explained that if the workman came in through the Dog Exercise field there would need to be a drop kerb put in place right opposite the gate to go on to grass and along the back piece of grass as there could be difficulty negotiating the right hand bend by the cross. Mr Piper to investigate the size of the trailers extended tail gate and come back to the Clerk.

Discussions moved on to the Cemetery building and alterations required to store the new mower; the trailer is to be stored outside of the compound. Mr. Piper asked about possible cutting down of trees in the area, Mr. Leithall did not know anything about removing trees. Mr Leithall read a draft quotation for tenders to roof the compound area, widen the entrance into compound, provide electric for the compound area, also a light and power point in the Clergy’s room, (as when outer area roofed there would be no light in this room). He also presented drawings and a quotation for new steel doors to the widened entrance.  Mr. Leithall is to tidy up the tender document and send it to the Clerk to seek costings for this work.
1051. Review and adopt the Terms of Reference for Open Spaces.
Terms of Open Spaces are bound with and form part of these minutes. Other than a couple of minor alterations all present were happy with the content of the document. Mr Benson proposed acceptance, seconded by Mr Piper.
1052. Outstanding matters from the Pavilion inspection (including referred back to Open 
Spaces from Full Council 20th April leaking felt covered roof).

(a) It was felt this damage may have occurred due to the storage of the football posts on the roof. Clerk to seek advice and a cost for the most economical repair.

(b) Possible asbestos in the garage and roof of the Referee’s changing room. The Clerk has had an email from the company who undertakes this kind of work, asking for our phone number to discuss the options on this.

1053. Consider workman to undertake annual tree inspection (referred back to Open 
Spaces from Full Council 20th April).

After discussions it was agreed that the workman inspect the one tree at Bere Ferrers allotment. Council has taken responsibility for an annual inspection in April, as Devon County Farms inspect all trees as they are their responsibility.

1054. Review safety at Bere Alston Allotments, considering incident involving a car parked 
below the entrance and a car which was exiting the allotments was hit by a Tesco 
van (referred back to Open Spaces from F&GP 21st May).

Ideas such as signs and a mirror were discussed but Mr Benson stated you could not do this without permission. The Clerk suggested contacting Devon County Farms as they own the land and explain the situation.
1055. Routine safety inspection reports for the parish recreation and play parks.

(a) Mr Leithall inspected the parks. The walk ropes at Sarah Park rope still down and there is a bolt missing. Clerk has asked Mr Mackie to look at this as he has tried to weld it once.
(b) No problems other than highlighted 2 months ago. No inspection reports for the inspection book.

(c) Minute 956 holes filled in under small goal posts, swings at Sarah Park and The Downs 
chains on order.

(d) The gate entrapment at Bere Ferrers this is the play park gate which is the responsibility of the villagers, full ROSPA report sent to them.

(e) The barbecue has not been removed at Bere Ferrers Recreation Field, contact Mr Fine.
      
(f) The Clerk reminded those present that they had not elected members to undertake the play 
     park and allotment inspections.

Mr Piper proposed that Mr Maycock and Mr Leithall undertake alternative monthly inspections of the play parks, seconded by Mr Benson.

Mr Benson proposed that Mr Maycock keeps a general eye on the state of the Bere Alston allotments and Mr Leithall continues to check the Bere Ferrers allotments, seconded by Mr Piper.
1056. Correspondence.

1. Mr Slaughter Bere Ferrers Recreation Field.

“It has been reported to me that during the recent Bank Holiday a number of cars were parked in the field near the hedgerow; obviously they had opened the gate and driven down. About six horse riders have also been seen in the field.
Will the Council consider a bold sign on the gate saying ’Emergency vehicles access only. No horse riding?’ Perhaps a padlock or key safe?”
Mr Leithall supported the idea of notices on both top and bottom gates but not the padlock.

2. Aaron Kirby- Cycle track Bere Alston Recreation Field.

Aaron would like to re-design the cycle track to get more people using it. It was agreed to ask Aaron to put some ideas together and come and explain them at the next Open Spaces meeting. The Committee also suggested that he be asked to consider fundraising. Also it must not be any bigger than the existing one.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9.35 p.m.   
Signed this day 25th June 2013.     
Chairman…………………………….

