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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL
              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   
              on Tuesday 3rd November 2015.
Present  
                                
Cllr. R. Maycock

Chairman   

Cllr. R. Leithall

Chairman of Council
                                  
Cllr. P. Dennis

    
                                   
Cllr. S. Munn



                                   
Cllr. R. Piper



In Attendance.    Cllr. T. Martin.
269. Apologies.

Apologies were received from Cllr. Boot-Handford due to holiday and Cllr. Pengelly held up
          in traffic.
270. Items of Interest at the discretion of the Chairman, no decisions can be made on any 
        of these items.
1. Cllr. Maycock – has checked the grit bins in Bere Alston; they are all full and the contents 
are not compacted. The one at Bere Ferrers is compacted. Cllr. Munn stated she would undertake to free it up.
271.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 6th October, to deal with 
         matters arising.
Matters Arising.
Minute177 (c) – sign for all three play parks. The Clerk has drafted out a sign which was circulated 
to all members of committee. Discussions took place. The Clerk had obtained a cost from Continental Engravers:-
a) White stoved Aluminium A4                    £46.36  + vat 
b) White Dibond (Metal Faced Plastic) A4  £35.27  + vat
c)  HIPS Flexible Rigid Plastic A4               £28.59  + vat
After further discussions Cllr. Leithall proposed that the signs be made as per the (b) specification at a cost of £35.27 x 3+VAT = £126.97, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
Minute 222- The Clerk circulated the new fees for the Cemetery.

          Cllr. Dennis asked that the grave depths be shown as imperial and metric.

          The Clerk circulated the Recreation Fees and read a letter from Mrs Willmott 

           regards the rather big jump for the hire of one room in the barn/storage area at 


Bere Ferrers, from £20 to £51.
After discussions it was agreed to alter the fee to £30. Cllr. Dennis proposed this change, seconded by Cllr. Piper.
272.  Financial Statements.
The Clerk had previously circulated the statements by email.
Cemetery – Cllr. Munn proposed acceptance of the financial statement, seconded by Cllr. Piper.
Recreation – Cllr. Piper proposed acceptance of the financial statements, seconded by Cllr. Munn.    
273. Discussions to set the precept for Recreation and Cemetery.                                      
The Clerk had circulated Precept figures for working on.
Discussions took place.
Recreation – Cllr. Maycock proposed the precept figure be set for 2016/17 at £5,332.00 seconded by Cllr. Piper.
Cemetery – Cllr. Dennis proposed the precept figure be set for 2106/17 at £2,290.00 seconded by
         Cllr. Munn.
274. Report on Sub-committee progress, to discuss the possibility of working a lease for
        the Pavilion with BAUFC.
Cllr. Boot-Handford is away on leave but had sent an email explaining the following.
 Since our meeting at hope cottage I discussed with Phil Bentley what was said, he approached his mum Elaine Bentley and she is willing to take on the role of pushing for a new "sports pavilion" in the interest of the football club. 
As it stands I think we all believe the only way this is likely to happen is through the football club. 
Briefly looking online and with Elaine's knowledge and experience with being involved in the Crowndale Project we think this would only be possible if the football club had a long term lease on the building. We are interested in taking on a lease but obviously it needs to be beneficial to us as a club. 
The funding if available would be through some sort of football foundation but ultimately if successful it would mean a new sports pavilion for everyone and any clubs to use regardless of where or how the funding came from. 
Cllr. Leithall presented the following two documents for consideration of acceptable terms of a lease.
Recreation Park, The Down.
Old existing Sports (football) Pavilion
· Special hire agreement with B.A.U.F.C.
· B.A.U.F.C. pay substantial rental fee, but barely covers full cost of maintaining.
· Available to any other community groups (although not patronised much)
· Indications of some resentment that football pitch is fenced around
Why consider changing current arrangements
· Pavilion requires significant repairs and refurbishment
· Council do not have a large budget to foot repair bill
· B.A.U.F.C. aspire to more modern and better equipped Sports Pavilion
Options
· Grant funded new Sports Pavilion
· Failed to get active support from credible community groups for fundraising for a true Community Sports Pavilion
· Council make-do-and-mend
· B.A.U.F.C. lead* grant funding (e.g., FA)
*Note B.A.U.F.C. believe this is only possible if they have a long –term lease on suitable land
Considerations for acceptable terms of lease 
Lease must be for a Community Sports Pavilion, albeit the major users may be B.A.U.F.C.
Lease long enough to allow B.A.U.F.C. to qualify for grant funding, but not in perpetuity
B.A.U.F.C. must facilitate community membership
Low lease rent to B.A.U.F.C.*
Any new or refurbished Sports Pavilion would have to be available for all recreational sport’s needs, available at a competitive hire* charge to be comparable to facilities that others enjoy in their local villages.
Cannot expect to build another separate Sports Pavilion to satisfy a Rugby Club, a Cricket Club, a soft ball club etc. should the community create such a demand.
Therefore, B.A.U.F.C. must accommodate and facilitate other sports clubs use of the Sports Pavilion should the need arise
If B.A.U.F.C. are the lease holder, then the Parish Council would have to have power in the event of an appeal validly raised against B.A.U.F.C. management regarding use or denial of use.
B.A.U.F.C. (Bere Alston United Football Club)
Discussions took place.
275. To discuss a replacement litter bin for the play area at The Down.
The Clerk produced a leaflet from Broxap the cost of a 90litre bin £125+VAT. Discussions took place on the colour. Cllr. Dennis proposed that a green Maelor Trafflex round bin be purchased, seconded by Cllr. Munn.
276. Routine Safety Inspection Reports for the Parish Recreation and Play Parks.
Cllr. Munn checked Bere Ferrers play park. There were two items, the other junior swing belonging to Council the anchor points on the seat the rubber is starting to crack up. Also the slide, in the ROSPA report is rusting from the inside out, and will eventually need replacing.
Cllr. Maycock inspected The Downs Play Park and reported the following; the perimeter fence in the car park the top strainer wire needs re-threading and re-setting. The picnic table has a loose top.
Cllr. Maycock inspected the Sara Park play area and reported that the shackle on the toddler swings is getting worn.
277. Monthly Inspection of Allotments Bere Alston & Bere Ferrers.
Cllr. Maycock inspected Bere Alston Allotments most are being worked Allotment R (o) 12 old site has weeds in the polytunnel.
Cllr. Munn inspected Bere Ferrers Allotments: the following problems, No 6 is overgrown, No 2 still not taken, No 1 not in use overgrown and No 14 is a manure dump.
278. Proposals from committee for agenda items for next month.
a) BAUFC possible lease ideas.
b) Report for BARP.     
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 9-48pm.
Signed this 24th November 2015.            
Chairman…………

